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"At new moon we do not see the moon at all. It is then
in the same direction as the sun and so the lit side is a
way from us. A day or two after the new moon we start
seeing a small part of the lit side as a thin
crescent....The first wvisibility of the crescent is
sometime of interest for religious or other reason.It can
be seen low in the west after sunset one or two days
after new moon.A Malaysian astronomer (Dr.Ilyas)
has worked out a good rule-of-thumb to estimate
whether the crescent will be visible on a particular
evening or not. Sydney's latitude the time lag between
sunset and moonset is at least 47 minutes."
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"At new moon we do not see the moon at all.It is then
in the same direction as the sun and so the lit side 1s a

way from us. A day or two after the new moon we start
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seeing a small part of the lit side as a thin crescent.
Daily more and more of the moon is visible. After
about a week it reaches first quarter phase when we can
see half of the lit side. After about another week we can
see the full disk of the moon. That is full moon and it
occurs when the moon is on the other side of the Earth
to the sun. From then on we see less and less of the
moon. After a week it reaches last quarter phase when
again we can see half of the lit side. Finally after
another week the moon is back in the same direction as

the sun and is so at new moon.

Sydney Sky Guide: 28,1997 !
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Moonsighting for Shawwal 1436
Utk P = b S JiE s s
The Astronomical New Moon (conjunction) is on July
16, 2015 (Thursday) at 1:24 UT. On July 16, the moon
can be seen with difficulty in South America; but easily
in Polynesian Islands. On July 17, 2015 (Friday), the

moon can be easily seen in almost the whole world,
except Northern Asia and Europe (See visibility curves).

Indonesia

OmegaHilalSighting (c) Developed by Fawzi Kayali

Sighting Reports
The earliest reported sighting of the new

crescent was on July 16, 2015 from Chile.
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July 16, 2015 (Thursday):

Australia:

Not Seen: MCW member Dr Shabbir Ahmed, The
president of Al- Tadhkeer Society, Sydney, NSW reported:
The Hilaal of SHAWWAL has not been sighted anywhere
in Australia on Thursday, July 16, 2015. Therefore, the
month of SHAWWAL will start from Saturday, July 18,
2015.

Indonesia:

Not Seen, but Eid announced: MCW member
Mr AR Sugeng Riyadi from Assalaam Observatory,
Surakarta Central Java reported: The new crescent of
Shawwal 1436 AH was NOT SEEN from Assalaam
Observatory, The Modern Boarding School of Islam
ASSALAAM, Pabelan Kartasura Sukoharjo Central Java
Indonesia.

Some observers reported that the Hilal was sighted from
Gresik and Lamongan, East Java and Pelabuhan Ratu,
West Java.

The Ministry of Relegious Affair of Republic of
Indonesia decided that the 1st of Shawal 1436 AH will
be on Friday, July 17th, 2015.
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Moonsighting report for Ramadaan 1437
The Astronomical New Moon (conjunction) is on June 5,
2016 (Sunday) at 3:00 UT. On June 5, there is a possibility
of moonsighting in Americas, and easy visibility in Hawaii
and Polynesian Islands. On June 6, the moon can be easily
seen in the whole world (See visibility curves).
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Indonesia
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Indonesia:

Not Seen: MCW member Mr AR Sugeng Riyadi from
Assalaam Observatory, Surakarta Central Java reported:
The New (Waxing) Crescent of Ramadhan 1437 AH was
NOT SEEN on Sunday, 05 June 2016 from Assalaam
Observatory, The Modern Boarding School of Islam
ASSALAAM, Pabelan Kartasura Sukoharjo - Surakarta
Central Java Indonesia. This event was attended by the
director of PPMI Assalaam, Ustadz Drs. H. Uripto M.
Yunus, M.Ed., and his official staffs, Team of URAIS
Kemenag (ministry of religious affairs) for Sukoharjo,
Boyolali and Surakarta, and moslems in Solo Raya.
Based on the reports from several observation places
such as Gresik, Bangkalan Madura, Bojonegoro and
Jombang, the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the
Republic of Indonesia in the Sidang Isbath decided
that Ramadhan 1st, 1437 A.H starts on Monday June

6th, 2016
e telelele:

Moonsighting reports for SHAWWAL 1438
June 24, 2017
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Indonesia

00 30 0F 50¢ 120 T

OmegaHilalSighting (c) Developed by Fawzi Kayall

Criterion: Syed Khalid Shaukat

June 24, 2017 (Saturday):
Indonesia:

Not Seen: but Officially Announced. Mcw member Mr AR Sugeng
Riyadi from Assalaam Observatory, Surakarta Central Java reported: The Hilal of
Shawal 1438 AH was NOT SIGHTED on Saturday, June 24th, 2017 from my
location Rowasiya Observatory at Bendo Ketitang Juwiring Klaten Central Java
Indonesia because the sky was totally hazy. This event was attended by Team of
9 people from Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto : However, based on
the "reports" from Kupang and Gresik, the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the
Republic of Indonesia in the Sidang Isbath decided that Shawwal 1st, 1438 A.H
starts on Sunday, June 25, 2017.

CoLoe
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Moonsighting reports for RAMADAAN
1441 April 23, 2020
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Indonesia

April 23, 2020:

Indonesia:

1. Not Seen: MCW member Mr AR Sugeng Riyadi from
Rowasiya Observatory reported: The new crescent of
Ramadhan 1441 AH was NOT SIGHTED on Thursday,
April23, 2020 from Assalaam Observatory, Pabelan
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Kartasura Sukoharjo Central Java Indonesia, the west sky
was cloudy.

The crescent observation for Ramadhan 1441 AH has
been successfully held on Thursday April 23rd, 2020
(Shaban 29th, 1441 AH). The observation was closed for
public amid to COVID-19 pandemic. The internal team
member of Assalaam observatory started the observation
at 17.00 Western Indonesian Time (UTC+7). All of the
optical equipment were connected to the streaming device,
for broadcasting via Youtube channel of PPMI Assalaam.
The observation was led by the chair of the astronomy
center at Assalaam, Mr. AR Sugeng Riyadi. A number of
team member including Mr. Purnomo, Mr. Taufiq, Mrs.
Aline, Mrs. Tri Ratna were helping the chair to handle the
observation equipment. Two international guests, Mr.
Sheikh Asyraf and Sheikh Hilal, both are Egyptian
teachers, also attended the observation.

We also receive the observation report from the external
members of CASA. The summary of the observation
results is presented in the following notes:

1. Assalaam Observatory, Sukoharjo, Jawa Tengah,
Indonesia. (AR Sugeng Riyadi, Purnomo, Taufiq Hidayat,
Nanang Zaenuddin, Sirikit EU, Tri Ratna, Mila Rosyta,
and Team). The crescent was not seen due to the cloudy
sky.

2. Tegalwero, Banyuwangi, Jawa Timur, Indonesia.
(Amandaru). The crescent was not seen though the sky

171



Lkt —T

was clear. This might be due to the low altitude of the
crescent (below 5°)

3. Cilacap, Tanjungsari, Gunungsimping, Kec. Cilacap
Tengah, Kabupaten Cilacap, Jawa Tengah , Indonesia
(Naf'an A. Ramadhan ), The crescent was not seen due to
the cloudy sky.

4. Karanganyar, Kebumen, Jawa Tengah, Indonesia
(Rahediestu Muhammad Arkan), The crescent was not
seen due to the cloudy sky.

However, according to the ithbat council by the
Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia, 1 Ramadhan 1441 AH started on Friday,
April 24th, 2020.
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