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INTRODUCTION 
 

There is no doubt that the authentic language of Arabic was chosen 

all of mankind. Thus, there can be no denying that the Arabic language 
holds an utterly crucial position for every Muslim to learn and 

 
other language, or even in every language, yet He chose Arabic alone. 

 

{ } 

“
.  

This verse clearly emphasises that every Muslim should take the 
initiative to learn Arabic - not merely to recite, but to truly 

highlights that the Arabic language possesses a unique structure and 
beauty that render it superior to all other languages of the world. The 
profound depth, precision, and eloquence of Arabic allow it to convey 
the intricacies and subtleties of Divine Speech in a way no other 

 Himself who has endowed Arabic with 
these remarkable qualities and elevated it above all other tongues. 
The Arabic language is remarkably rich, built upon an intricate 
system of grammar (     ) and morphology (    ). Classical scholars 
treated these two branches as distinct sciences due to their depth and 
vastness - each deserving of dedicated study and mastery. 
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This book aims to present all the essential topics from both fields in a 
simplified and structured manner, ensuring that students gain a 

Every effort has been made to cover the key rules and principles 
required for a comprehensive grasp of Arabic; however, a few rare 
and seldom-used topics have been intentionally omitted for the sake 
of clarity and focus. 
Moreover, this book seeks to simplify and summarise the 
grammatical and morphological discussions found in the classical 
works of Arabic grammar, making them accessible to students of all 
levels. Students are encouraged to test their knowledge of the topics 
learned by attempting the exercises found in - , which 
contains extensive and varied exercises across all three volumes, 
along with a comprehensive vocabulary list. In contrast, the exercises 
in this book have been kept brief and concise for the sake of revision 
and concept reinforcement. 
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LINGUISTIC AND WRITING NOTES 
The Arabic writing style used in this book varies slightly from that 
found in other works on Arabic grammar. The style adopted for 
normal Arabic words and sentences differs from the style used for 

 have 
been applied throughout: 

1) All Arabic words that contain -qa  (   ) have the 
 symbol written on the alif ( ), whether the word is a noun, 

verb, or particle. For -  (   ), the  symbol 
is not written. All words, whether beginning with    or             

  , have a ah placed at the beginning to indicate the 
correct pronunciation for students. 

2) Words ending with an   are written with a dagger  - 
commonly known in the subcontinent as kha  , or ah  
in Arabic usage. 

3)

with ah ( ), kasrah ( ), or  ( ). In subsequent occurrences 
arakah is intentionally omitted for 

readability and to avoid visual repetition. 
4)  

symbols and dagger   exactly as found in the 13-line South African 
and subcontinent prints of the . The English translations used 

a  International, 
Muhsin Khan, and Abdel Haleem. 

5) The kasrah is generally written beneath the letter in most Arabic 
fonts. However, when it appears on a letter that carries a shaddah, it 
is placed beneath the shaddah on top of the letter. This variation 
occurs due to the Calibri font used throughout this book. 
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TRANSLITERATION TABLE 

pronounce Arabic letters to their English phonetic equivalents. It's 
designed to help learners accurately pronounce Arabic words using 
the English alphabet. 

Arabic English 
  

Tha 

  

 Kh 

 Dha 

 Sh 

  

  

  

  

 ‘ 

 Gha 
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Types of Declension -  
 

In this lesson, you will learn the different types of  and their signs, 
based on whether a noun is   or  , singular, dual, or plural, as 
well as in some other contexts.  
A   noun has three forms of : 
1)  

Sometimes  is indicated by vowel signs, meaning by ah, 
kasrah, , double ah, double kasrah, double , etc. 
This is called   , and it has three forms.  
2)  

Sometimes   is indicated by letters, and this is also called   
 . It too has three forms. 
3)  

Sometimes  is present, but it is not visible in its apparent form. 
Such  is called   . It also has three forms.  

1)  

The three forms of  through vowel signs are: 

i- For the    case, a  is used; for the   case, a ah; and 
for the  case, a kasrah. These vowel signs appear on the following 
three types of words: 
 

 

a) A noun that is:  

  
Sound Declinable  Singular 

 

 

 1 
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For example:  

    
The diligent student 

 

In the above example, both words    and   , are singular and 
not dual or plural,  (declinable) and not    (indeclinable) 
and sound, meaning its ending has no weak letter. 

b) A noun that is:  

  
Treated like a sound noun Declinable  Singular 

 

This refers to a noun that is singular, , and ends with a  or  
preceded by a n, For example: 

    
Antelope Bucket 

 

c) A broken plural  noun when it is not in the  construction. 
For example:  

    
Children Men 

 

ii- The second case is when the   case takes a , and the  
and  cases take a ah. This occurs in a    noun, because 
a    noun does not take  and, when in the   case, it 
takes a ah instead of a kasrah. For example:  
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iii- The third case is when the  case takes a , and the   
and  cases take a kasrah. This  is for the sound feminine 
plural. For example: 

    
             

I greeted Muslim women I saw Muslim women Muslim women came 
 

2)  

The three forms of  through letters are: 

i-   through letters is when the   case takes a , 
the  case takes an , and the  case takes a . This  

     and 
special nouns will be covered later.  

ii- The second case of   through letters is when the    case takes 
an , and the  and  cases take a  preceded by a ah. 
This  applies to 3 types of nouns: 

 

a) Regular dual: 

    
          

I greeted the two students I saw the two students  The two students came 
 

b)  Words similar to dual forms in structure: 
The words   (for masculine) and   (for feminine) follow the 
same pattern. For example: 

    
             

I greeted the two I saw the two The two came 
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c) Words similar to dual forms in meaning: 
The words  (for masculine) and  (for feminine) also follow the 
same pattern when they are in an  (possessive) construction. 
For example: 

    
           

I greeted both of them I saw both of them Both of them came 
 

iii- The third case of  through letters is when the   case takes a , 
the  and  cases take a , and before the  is a letter with 

, and before the  is a letter with kasrah. This  applies in 
three situations: 
 

a) A sound masculine plural (   ) when it is not in an . 
For example: 

    
           

I greeted the believers  I saw the two believers The believers came 
 

b) Numbers from 20 ( ) to 90 ( ) in compound numerals. For 
example: 

    
            

I greeted 20  I saw 20  20 came 
 

c) Similar to the sound masculine plural in meaning  -  this refers only 
to the   of the word   , which is the plural of  (possessor) 
and means ‘those possessing’. For example: 
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I greeted those possessing 
knowledge 

I saw those possessing 
knowledge 

Those possessing 
knowledge came 

 

3)  

The three forms of    are: 
i- In all three cases, sometimes the   is hidden ( ), meaning it is 

not visible in pronunciation. This rule applies in the following 
situations: 
 

a) The   - a noun that ends with an alif, such as:         . 
For example: 

    
           

I greeted a young boy I saw a young boy A young boy came 
 

b) Any noun - other than the sound masculine plural (   ) - 
 has a n and is in an  construction.                        

For example: 

    
           

I greeted my teacher I saw my teacher My teacher came 
 

ii- In the   and  cases, the    is   (hidden), while in the 
 case it is visible. This  applies to the .                

An    is a noun whose ending is a  with a n, and the 
letter before it has a kasrah. For example: 
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I greeted the judge I saw the judge The judge came 

 

iii- In the   case, the  is   (hidden), while in the  and  
cases the  is visible. This applies to the      when the  
is in an  construction and the letter before it has a kasrah.       
For example: 

    
           

I greeted my Muslim 
(brothers)  

I saw my Muslim 
(brothers)  

My Muslim (brothers) 
came 

 

Here, a question arises: why is the  hidden in the   case? The 
answer is that in the  state, the original form   has had the  
replaced with a  due to the  construction, making the   
hidden in this case. In the   and  cases, the  is already 
present, so the  is   (visible).  
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 -  

In Arabic, when the subject of the sentence ( ) is known or 
mentioned, the verb is called    , which means ‘known’. This 
is known as the active voice. The subject may be stated explicitly or 
be understood from the verb’s conjugation. For example, in the 
sentence: 

       
Zayd broke the glass 

The doer ‘Zayd’ is clearly mentioned, so the sentence is in the active 
voice. 

On the other hand, when the doer of the action is unknown or not 
mentioned, and the focus is only on what was affected by the action 
(the object), the verb is called    , meaning ‘unknown’. This 
is known as the passive voice. For instance, in the sentence: 

     
The glass was broken 

The doer in the example above is not mentioned, so the verb is in the 
passive form. 

It is important to note that Arabic passive is not the same as English 
passive. In English, you can say ‘The glass was broken by Zayd’ and 
still call it passive. But in Arabic, if the doer is mentioned - even if it's 
after the verb - the sentence becomes active as evident from the first 
example.  

 2 
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To form the passive voice in Arabic, changes are made to the vowels 
of the verb.  

How to Convert a to  

For a trilateral verb in the past tense (   ), this is done by placing a 
ammah on the  letter and a kasrah on the  letter. The remaining 

conjugations will follow this pattern. For example: 

  

It was opened  He opened

   

It was written  He wrote 

   

He was hit  He hit 

   

He was helped  He helped 

  

He was heard  He heard 
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) 
 

 He was helped   Singular 

Third 
 

They (2) were helped   Dual 

They were helped   Plural 

 She was helped   Singular 

They (2) were helped  Dual 

They were helped   Plural 

    Singular 

 
 

   Dual 

All of you were helped   Plural 

    Singular 

   Dual 

All of you were helped   Plural 

 I was helped   Singular First 
 We were helped  Plural 
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How to Convert a to  

For the present tense (   ), the process is slightly different. The 
  ( ) is given a ammah, and the  letter gets a 

. For example:  
 

   

It is being opened  He is opening

   

It is being written  He is writing 

   

He is being hit  He is hitting 

   

He is being helped  He is helping 

   

He is being heard  He is listening 
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) 
 

 He is being helped   Singular 

Third 
 

They (two) are being helped   Dual 

All of them are being helped    Plural 

 She is being helped   Singular 

They (two) are being helped   Dual 

All of them are being helped   Plural 

 You are being helped   Singular 

 
 

You (two) are being helped   Dual 

All of you are being helped    Plural 

 You are being helped   Singular 

You (two) are being helped   Dual 

All of you are being helped   Plural 

 I am being helped   Singular First 
 We are being helped   Plural 
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When forming the passive voice, the  is removed. In its place, the 
object of the verb becomes the focus and is called     – the 
deputy of the subject. 

For example, in the  sentence: 

Zayd helped Bakr    

 When we make it   (passive), the subject ‘Zayd’ is removed, and 
the object ‘Bakr’ becomes the new focus: 
 

Bakr was helped    

Here,   is now    . The     (the deputy of the subject) 
follows the same grammatical rules as the original subject. It is 
always in the  case and must match the verb in gender (masculine 
or feminine) and number (singular, dual, or plural) just like a regular 
subject would. 

There are several reasons why the subject may be omitted in a 
passive sentence. Sometimes, the subject is so well known that 
mentioning it is unnecessary - for example: 

“Man was created of haste        

In other cases, the subject is completely unknown. For example: 

The money was stolen    
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At times, the speaker may intentionally choose not to reveal who the 
subject is. For example: 

I was informed that the student 
passed the exam           

 

How to Convert to  

The verb with hamzah as one of its basic root letters follows the 
standard  pattern, just like other trilateral verbs. The only 
difference is in the writing of the hamzah for the    and the 
   in the  . For example:  

 

         
  

He read 
  

He asked 
  

He took 
 
 

  
It was read 

  
He was asked 

  
He was taken 

 

 

         
  

He is reading 
  

He is asking 
  

He is taking 
 
 

  
It is being read 

  
He is being asked 

  
He is being taken 
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How to Convert to  

The doubled verb in the   takes a ammah on the  letter. As for 
the  tense, you place a ammah on the    ( ) and 
a  on the  letter. For example:  

 

  
He fled 

  
He touched 

  
He stretched 

 
 

  
He was made to flee 

  
He was touched 

  
It was stretched 

 

 

  
He is fleeing 

  
He is touching 

  
He is stretching 

 
 

  
He is made to flee 

   
He is being touched 

  
It is being stretched 

 

How to Convert to  

The      for the  verbs is treated like any regular trilateral 
verb when forming the  . For example: 
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He was awake 

  
He placed 

  
He Found 

 
 

  
He was awakened 

  
It was placed 

  
He was found 

When forming the   in the , a ammah is placed on the  
 , and the weak letter (  or ) returns if it had been dropped and 
a  is given to the  letter. For the     the second  is 
changed to a . For example: 

 

            
  

He is awake 
  

He is placing 
  

He is finding 
 
 

   
He is awakened 

  
It is being placed 

  
It is being found 

 

How to Convert to  

To make the  verb  in the  , the  letter is given a kasrah, 
and the  letter (  or ) is adjusted according to the following rule: 
the alif in the middle of the verb changes to a  if it is preceded by a 
kasrah.
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For example:  

  
He sold 

  
He feared 

  
He said 

 
 

  
It was sold 

  
He was feared 

  
It was said 

When forming the   in the , a ammah is placed on the  
 , the  letter changes to an alif and the  letter is given a fat ah. 
For example: 

 

            
  

He is selling 
  

He fears
  

He is saying 
 
 

  
It is being sold 

  
He is feared 

  
It is being said 

 

How to Convert to  

To make the  verb  in the  , the  letter is given a 
ammah, the  letter is given a kasrah and the  letter will change to 

a  and is given a fat ah. For example:  
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He forgot 

  
He guided 

  
He called 

 
 

  
He was forgotten 

  
He was guided 

  
He was called 

When forming the   in the , a ammah is placed on the  
 , the letter is given a fat ah and the  letter will change into 
an alif and is written as an alif maqsurah. For example: 

 

            
  

He is forgetting 
  

He is guiding 
  

He is calling 
 
 

  
He is forgotten 

  
He is being guided 

  
He is being called 

 

How to Convert and  to  

To convert a  or  verb into the  form in both 
the   and , you apply the exact same rules used for  verbs, 
as explained previously. For example: 
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He folded 
  

He protected 

 

  
It was folded 

  
He was protected

When forming the   in the , a ammah is placed on the  
 , the letter is given a fat ah and the  letter will change into 
an alif and is written as an alif maqsurah. For example: 

 

      
  

He folded 
  

He is protecting 

 

  
It is being folded 

  
He is being protected
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 -  

An    is a noun derived from a verb. It refers to the one who 
does the action of the verb. It usually corresponds to the subject of 
the verb and shows the person or thing that is doing the action.  

For example: The verb   (to go) becomes   as an   , 
meaning ‘the one who goes’ or ‘someone who is going’. 

How to form the  

The active participle of the triliteral verb is on the pattern of . 

Note: The    is derived from the imperfect tense since it 
conveys a similar sense of continuity or present action. However, in 
this book, we will illustrate the process of forming it from the perfect 
tense as it is simpler and easier for students to understand. 

The active participle of the three-letter  verb is also on the 
pattern of , but its  letter (  or ) changes into a hamzah.  For 
example: The active participle of   was  , which changed to  , 
and the active participle of   was  , which became  . 

 
 

In the , the   letter is eliminated. The    of  was   on 
the pattern of , according to the rules; the  became a  due to 
following a kasrah and hence it became  . According to another 
rule, the  of   was rendered silent and then eliminated, resulting 
in  .  

 

   

    

 3 
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When    is prefixed to  , the  will return:   . In the same 
way,   becomes   and   becomes   . When it is the first term of 
an i h phrase, the  returns: 

“         
The builder of the mosque    
T       
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 -  

The passive participle is a noun which is derived from the verbal 
noun. It corresponds in meaning with the object of the verb. 

For example:    is derived from   and denotes the object which 
was cut. 

The passive participle of the triliteral verb is on the pattern of  . 
For example: 

Meaning   
That which is written      

That which is cut      
That which has been entered      

That which is struck      
That which is opened      

The passive participles of   and  are based on . In the 
terminology of , substitution of one defective letter with another 
or substituting a hamzah for a defective letter or vice versa is called 

. 

) 

    
    

 

 

 

 4 
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The passive participle (  ) of the hollow verb (like   - an 
    verb) is formed on the pattern  . If a vowelled defective 

letter follows a sound silent letter, then its vowel sign is transferred 
to the sound letter, producing  . 

To avoid the concurrence of two silent letters (  ), the 
additional  of   is eliminated, resulting in  . 

 
 
 

Similarly, the    of   is   (the  of   was actually ). 
According to the above rule, the  of the  was given to the , thus 
it became  . To avoid     , the  was eliminated and the 

 was given a kasrah because of the , resulting in  . 
 

 

  s  

The    of  was  . The two  merged into one another, 
and the word became  . 
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The    of   was  , according to the rules, when a  and a 
 occur together in a word and their preceding letter is silent, the  

changes into . So  it became  . The  will be given a kasrah 
because of the . Then   (i.e. assimilation) took place, resulting in 
 . 
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-  
 

In Arabic, the   usually ends with a  in its regular 
form. However, sometimes it changes and ends with a ah instead. 
This happens when certain words come before it. These are called 
particles of  (  ). When this happens, we say the verb is 

.  
There are four main particles that cause an imperfect verb to become 

. These are:  

        
then/in that case so that/in order to will never to / that 

 

 

This particle is called      because when it comes 
before   , it turns the verb into the meaning of a  
(verbal noun). As you have learnt previously, a  is a verbal 
noun that shares the same root letters as the verb and expresses the 

particle   also makes the      and  implies a future 
meaning. For example: 

I want to write the lesson      
 

The verb was originally   with a  at the end. But because 
the particle   was added before it, the verb became  and 
changed to   with a ah at the end.  

 5 
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When   comes before a   , the combination is called a            
     + verb 
instead of a clear ( ) . For example: 
  
 
 

 

The particle   and the  verb that follows it together form the 
 . This    can also be replaced with a clear .        

For example:  

 I want to write the lesson      
 

 

While the word-for-word translation of     would be ‘I want 
the writing of the lesson’, as it shows an  construction, the more 
accurate and natural translation remains the same as the previous 
example: ‘I want to write the lesson’. 
The particle   always causes a    to become  . However, 
  can also appear before a past tense verb, but it does not affect it 
in any way, because the past tense is indeclinable and it’s ending 
never changes. Below are a few more examples: 

“      
h 

 

         
          

I want to write the lesson      
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  is also one of the    (particles that make the imperfect 
tense ). It is called      because it shows 
negation, causes the verb to become , and gives it a future 
meaning. For example: 

“       
“

        

We will never open the door     
He will never hit anyone    

I will never write the lesson     
 

 

  is also called      because it makes the present 
tense verb , gives it a future meaning, and the whole phrase 
carries the meaning of a verbal noun. Unlike  , which is general,   is 

- meaning ‘so that’ or ‘in 
order to’. For example: 

I study so that I may succeed in the exam       
He writes so that he may understand the 

lesson    

She listens so that she may reply to the 
question     

 

  can also appear with an attached  , forming  . This is quite 
common. For example:  

I study so that I may succeed in the exam        
 



38 
 

Sometimes only the   is used, and the   is left out. In all three cases, 
the meaning remains the same. 

I study so that I may succeed in the exam       
 

I study so that I may succeed in the exam       
 

I study so that I may succeed in the exam        
 

Below are a few more examples: 
“

          

“
 

       

We read so that we can understand the 
story      

 

 

  is called      , because it is used to show a 
response, result, or consequence of what someone has just said. It 
makes the verb after it  and gives it a future meaning. It only 
appears in response to something said. For example: 

I will learn Arabic      
 

The reply would be: 

Then I will help you    
 

The sentence beginning with   
statement.   renders the imperfect verb   only under three 
conditions: 
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1)   must appear at the beginning of the sentence. 
2) The verb following   must refer to an action in the future. 
3) There must be no word separating   and the verb (except an oath).  

 

For example: 
If someone says: 

A Muslim helps his brother     
 

 then replying with:  

Then he succeeds in goodness       
 

will not cause the verb to be  , because the pronoun   separates 
  and the verb. However, if an oath comes in between, the verb can 
still be : 

       
 

  

1. All imperfect verb forms - except those ending in    
verbs (    ) - are made  by placing a ah on the  
letter of the verb. For example: 

He will never hit                      
                      

I will never hit                      
We will never hit                      

 

2. The     are rendered in the  case by eliminating the . 
For example: 

They (m.d.) will never hit                     
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They (m.p.) will never hit                     
                     

                     
                      

 

3.   (  ), no change occurs at the end 
- they remain the same. For example: 

They (f.p.) will never hit                      

                      
 

  

  

He will not take         

He will not ask         

He will not read        

He will not return (something)       

He will not arrive         

He will not despair         

He will not say          

He will not sell          

He will not call        

He will not throw        

He will not protect        

He will not intend        



41 
 

jz m -  
 

In the previous lesson, you learnt how certain particles cause the 
imperfect verb to become . In this lesson, you will learn about 
some particles that cause the   to become  . 
The   form refers to a grammatical state of the    that 
typically indicates negation, conditions, or commands, and is marked 
by the  (   ) on the last letter of the verb or, in some cases, by the 
removal of the  
lesson). 

one instance where the    becomes 
 : 

- When used as an imperative or negative command. For example: 
      

   (Don not write)   (Write)  
 

In this lesson, you will learn another three particles that cause the   
 to become  . These are: 

       
The  of command Still not Negation (gives the 

verb a past meaning) 
 

 

The word   is a particle of negation used in Arabic to deny an action 
that happened in the past. It is followed by a   , but this verb 
also becomes  . Even though the verb looks like it is in the 
imperfect tense, the use of   gives it the meaning of a negative past 
tense. For example: 
 

 6 
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He did not go    
She did not write    

We did not understand    
 

 

 is another particle of negation similar to  , but with a slightly 
different meaning. It is used to negate a past action that has not 
happened yet but is expected to happen.  
Like  , it is followed by a    , which becomes  . For 
example: 

He did not go yet    
She did not write yet    

We did not understand yet    
 

 
 

commands using certain rules. Those forms are all directed to the 
second person (you). 
Now, you will learn about another type of command that can be 

done using a particle called    (the  of Command). 
When    is added to a   , it causes the verb to become 
 . For example: 

             
    

He must write He is writing 
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The rules for making the imperfect tense verb   are the same as 
the ones you learnt in the previous lesson on making the imperfect 
tense verb    ), the  is dropped. 
For verbs ending with   , they remain unchanged. All other 
verbs are made   by changing the last arakah to a n. 
The following verbs will end with a : 

     

     

     

     
 

As for the two feminine plural verbs   and  , they remain the 
same in the   case. All other verbs ending with a , such as in the 
dual and plural forms, and the second person singular feminine, drop 
their  in the   case: 
 

     

     

     

     

     

 



44 
 

Third Person 
Let her write   Let him write   

Let them (f.d.) write   Let them (m.d.) write   
Let them (f.p.) write   Let them (m.p.) write   

Second Person 
You (f.s.) did not write    You (m.s.) did not write    
You (f.d.) did not write    You (m.d.) did not write    
You (f.p.) did not write    You (m.p.) did not write    

First Person 
We have not written yet    I have not written yet    

 
 All  

 

All three types of     verbs are made   according to the same 
rules as the      ) drop 
the , the two feminine plurals remain unchanged, and all other verbs 
take a n on the last letter. 
 

For the   verbs, the rules are slightly different. When the last 
letter of a   verb is a  letter (a letter with a shaddah) and the 
letter before it is  (carries a ) or   (carries a kasrah) 
and this verb is made  , then in both active voice and imperative 
form, the rule does not apply as it normally would. 
 

In the active voice, this verb appears in three forms when made 
 : 
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And if the letter before it is   (carries a ), then there are 
four possible forms in the   state: 

            
 

This rule applies to the third person singular (masculine and 
feminine), second person singular masculine, and   person 

   ), 
drop the . The two feminine plurals remain unchanged.  

Third Person 
She did not flee    He did not flee    

They (f.d.) did not flee    They (m.d.) did not flee    
They (f.p.) did not flee    They (m.p.) did not flee   

Second Person 
You (f.s.) did not flee    You (m.s.) did not flee    
You (f.d.) did not flee    You (m.d.) did not flee    
You (f.p.) did not flee    You (m.p.) did not flee   

First Person 
We did not flee    I did not flee    

 

The     and     verbs are made   according to the same 
rules as the   verbs. 
As for the      and    , the third person singular (masculine 
and feminine), second person singular masculine, and  
singular and plural verbs are made   by dropping the weak letter 
due to    . For example: 
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   ), drop the . The two feminine 
plurals remain unchanged. 

Third Person 
She did not say    He did not say    

They (f.d.) did not say      They (m.d.) did not say      
They (f.p.) did not say    They (m.p.) did not say      

Second Person 
You (f.s.) did not say    You (m.s.) did not say    
You (f.d.) did not say      You (m.d.) did not say      
You (f.p.) did not say    You (m.p.) did not say      

First Person 
We did not say    I did not say    

 

The     follows the same rule where the weak letter is dropped 
from the third person singular (masculine and feminine), second 
person singular masculine, and  singular and plural forms. 
The rest of the forms follow the same rules as above. For example: 

She did not sell    He did not sell    Third Person 

You did not sell    Second Person 

We did not sell    She did not sell    First Person 
 

Lastly, for the                  and   , the third 
person singular (masculine and feminine), second person singular 
masculine, and  singular and plural verbs are made   
by dropping the last letter.  
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   ), drop the . The two feminine 
plurals remain unchanged. For example: 

Third Person 

She did not throw    He did not call    

They (f.d.) did not throw    They (m.d.) did not say     

They (f.p.) did not throw    They (m.p.) did not say    
Second Person 

You (f.s.) did not intend    You (m.s.) did not save    

You (f.d.) did not intend    You (m.d.) did not save    

You (f.p.) did not intend    You (m.p.) did not save     

First Person 

We did not fear    I did not fear    
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 -  

In Arabic, the conditional sentence is known as   . It is 
composed of two main parts: 

1)  : The condition or the ‘if’ clause. This is also known as         
  . 

2)   : The result or the ‘then’ clause. 

For example: 

 
 
 

As you can see from the example above, the phrase    is the 
conditional phrase ( ), and   is the answer to the condition 
(   ). The meaning of this sentence is ‘If you study, you will 
succeed’.  
The particles of condition are of two types. Some of them cause the 

 to become  , while others do not make the 
 . 
The   is a conditional particle. When it is added to a conditional 
sentence and followed by a  , the  becomes  .  
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There are numerous conditional words in Arabic which are known as 
  . Most of these words are nouns with the exception of  

which 
humans, while others are used for inanimate objects, and some are 
related to time and place. Not all conditional words cause the  

 to become  . There are some words that don’t make the   
  ; these include:      . 

Below are the most common conditional words that cause the  
to be  : 

 

 is used when referring to human beings. For example: 

Whoever strives, succeeds     
Whoever studies, understands     
Whoever is patient, succeeds     

 

 
and  are used when referring to inanimate objects. For example: 

 

“ – 
                

Whatever good you do, you will 
            

Whatever effort you exert will 
           

 
 



50 
 

 
 and   are used to denote time. For example: 
 

Whenever you do good, you will 
receive the reward           * 

Whenever you sit, I’ll sit       
 

* In this sentence, the verbs   and   are still   even though 
their endings carry a kasrah. The reason for the kasrah is that the 
letter following these verbs is a  with a . In Arabic, two 
consecutive  cannot appear together, so the ending of both 
verbs is given a kasrah to facilitate easier pronunciation. 

 

     are used to denote place. For example: 
 

Wherever you go, I will go with you         
Wherever you plant, the crops will 

grow           
Wherever you sit, I will sit with you          

bounty of            

 

 
For example: 

However you stand, I will stand       
However you sit, I will sit       
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 is used to indicate choice or selection and can refer to both humans 
and non-humans. For example: 

Whichever path you take, you 
will reach the end             

Whichever house you enter, you 
              

 

  
 

 

 is used to express hypothetical conditions. For example: 

                  
 

 

 is used as a conditional tool when referring to future events that 
are expected or anticipated to happen. For example: 

        
 

  

Both of these particles are used to indicate that something does not 
occur except due to a certain condition or reason. They do not cause 
the    to become  . After them, the  always comes in the 
position of  and will be , while its   is usually omitted.  
If the response is expressed with a past tense verb, then it can be 
introduced with a . For example:  
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Were it not for the rain, the 
crops would have died         

Were it not for knowledge, 
people would have remained in 

ignorance 
             

 

 
 is generally used to indicate repeated or recurring actions in the 

past or future. It translates to "whenever" or "each time."                          
For example:  

 
 

              
   

 

 is introduced upon a noun to indicate detail or elaboration of the 
meaning of the condition. When it is used, it becomes necessary to 
include  in the response to that condition. For example: 

As for Zayd, he is active; and as 
              

 

 is used as a    indicating the past, and it always comes together 
with a  . For example: 

“
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When there is a need to emphasise with certainty that an action will 
definitely occur in the future, the imperfect verb is strengthened in 
two ways: first, by adding the  of emphasis (   ) at the 
beginning of the verb, and then by attaching a  of emphasis at the 
end. This  may be either the heavy  (   ) with shaddah, or the light 

 (    ) with . Both forms convey certainty, though the heavy 
 carries a stronger force of emphasis. This type of construction is 

 

Example of Emphasis with     
                

“  
 

            
“   

Example of Emphasis with     
    

“  
            

“  
 

 

The  verb (passive voice) can also be emphasised using the rules 
you will learn. 
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   – 

To make emphasis in the imperfect verb, you add the  of emphasis 
at the beginning and a   at the end. When this happens, 
the last letter of the verb takes a ah. Out of the fourteen forms of 

follows: 

Third Person, Singular, Masculine   – He will surely help 
Third Person, Singular, Feminine   – She will surely help 

Second Person, Singular, Masculine   –  will surely help 
First Person, Singular   – I will surely help 

First Person, Plural   – We will surely help 
 

In six forms of the imperfect verb, before the  , an  is 
added and the   takes a kasrah. These six forms are as 
follows: 
 

Third Person, Dual, Masculine   – The 2 will surely help 
Third Person, Dual, Feminine   – The 2 will surely help 

Third Person, Plural, Feminine   – They (all) will surely help 
Second Person, Dual, Masculine   –  will surely help 
Second Person, Dual, Feminine   –  will surely help 

Second Person, Plural, Feminine   –  will surely help 
 

In both feminine plural forms, between the  of the pronoun and the 
 of emphasis an  is added as a separator. 
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And in two forms, the  of the plural masculine pronoun is dropped. 
This is because of the meeting of two . The  before it 
remains as a sign of the omitted  and the   takes a . 
These two forms are: 

Third Person, Plural, Masculine   –  will surely help 
Second Person, Plural, Masculine   –  will surely help 

 

And in one form, the  of the pronoun is dropped. This is because of 
the meeting of two . The kasrah before it remains as a sign of 
the omitted  and the   takes a . That one form is: 

Second Person, Singular, Feminine    – will surely help 
 

   -  

The emphasis of an imperfect verb with the light  is different from 
the heavy . The heavy  can be attached to all fourteen forms of the 
imperfect verb, but the light  cannot. It is only used with the 
following eight forms: 

Third Person, Singular, Masculine   – He will surely help 
Third Person, Plural, Masculine   – They (all) will surely help 

Third Person, Singular, Feminine   – She will surely help 
Second Person, Singular, Masculine     –  will surely help 

Second Person, Plural, Masculine   –  will surely help 
Second Person, Singular, Feminine   –  will surely help 

First Person, Singular     – I will surely help 
First Person, Plural   – We will surely help 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

      Singular 

  --- Dual 

    --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

      Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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       Singular 

 
Third 

 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

       Singular 

 
 
 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

      Singular First 
       Plural 
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       Singular 

 
Third 

 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

       Singular 

 
 
 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

      Singular First 
       Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

      Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

    --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

      Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
       Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

   --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

   --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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     Singular 

 
Third 

 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

    --- Plural 

     Singular 

 
 
 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

       Singular 

  --- Dual 

    --- Plural 

 

    Singular First 
     Plural 
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         The         

     
 

Just as the imperfect verb can be emphasised, the  and the   verbs 
can also be emphasised. Both relate to commands: one to do 
something, the other to refrain. Since they carry the force of 
obligation or prohibition, Arabic allows their meaning to be 
reinforced with   .  

both the  and the . In this chapter, you will learn how to emphasise 
the imperative and prohibitive verb. Unlike the imperfect tense, these 
are emphasised only with the . This lesson focuses on commands 

persons will be covered in the next lesson.  
The  of emphasis, just like in the imperfect tense, comes in two 
forms: 

1) Heavy  -     
2) Light  -     

 

To form the emphasis of an imperative or prohibition, the    
is attached to the end of the verb if the verb is free from weak letters. 
If the verb includes a weak letter or has dual, plural, or feminine 
endings, then certain adjustments are made before adding the , such 
as dropping the weak letter or altering the vowel.  

The tables on the following pages include the full conjugation of the 
imperative and prohibitive verbs with both           and   

     , applied across all verb types. 
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       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
 

  
    

 

  

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

        Plural 

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

    --- Plural 
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     Singular 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

        Plural 

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

     --- Plural 
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     Singular 

  --- Dual 

    Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

        Plural 

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

     --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

     Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

           Singular 

    --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

    --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

    Plural 

       Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

           Singular 

    --- Dual 

    --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

       Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

    Plural 

       Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
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     Singular 

   --- Dual 

    Plural 

       Singular 

  --- Dual 

  --- Plural 
 

  
   

 

  

       Singular 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

         Singular 

    --- Dual 

   --- Plural 
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 –   

To form the  and   
follow the same rules you learnt when emphasising the imperfect 
verb: add   at the beginning and either    or    at 
the end. The only difference is that the  of emphasis, instead of 
carrying a ah, takes a kasrah in this case. All other rules remain 
the same.
With   
third persons) in the same way as with the imperfect verb. With  

 
 coming together. The same rules apply across all verb types. 

 

   

       Singular 

 
Third 

 

   --- Dual 

      Plural 

        Singular 

   --- Dual 

    --- Plural 

 

      Singular First 
       Plural 
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 –   

The rules for forming the  and   in the passive voice are the same 
   with kasrah at the beginning, and 

either    or    at the end.  

The only difference between the active and passive is that in the 
passive the command is used in all fourteen conjugations (third, 

unique for the second person and separate rules apply for the third 
 
   

 

      Singular 

 
Third 

 

   --- Dual 
      Plural 

       Singular 
   --- Dual 
   --- Plural 

 

      Singular 

 
 
 

   --- Dual 
      Plural 

       Singular 
   --- Dual 
   --- Plural 

 

      Singular First 
       Plural 
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 -  
 

The adverbs of time and place which you have previously learnt - 
such as      and others - are fixed words used to indicate 
time or location. These are not derived from verbs.  
In contrast, the nouns of time and place (     ) discussed here are 
formed from verbs and follow specific patterns. These patterns are: 

    
 

1)  

The noun of time or place (     ) can be formed on the pattern 
 . This pattern is applied to: 
-   verbs which have a weak third root letter. For example: 
 

 

 
 
 

-  verbs from the following :  
 

 

                 

For example: 
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2)  

The noun of time or place (     ) is also formed on the pattern 
 . This pattern is applied to: 
-   verbs which have a weak first root letter. For example: 
 

 

 

 
 

-  verbs from     and    . For example: 
 

 

 

 
 

There are also exceptions to this rule, where the     appears 
on   despite the present tense vowel being  or . 
Examples include: 
 

  – from    (place of rising) 
  – from    (place of setting) 
  – from    (place of prostration) 
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Plural Dual Singular Case 
        
       

        
       

        
       

Plural Dual Singular Case 
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 -  
 

   is a noun in the   case that describes the condition or state 
of the subject ( ) or the object (   ) at the time the action of 
the verb occurred. It answers the question: "In what state did the 
action happen?" For example: 

I read the book sitting    
 

As you can see from the example above, the word  is   
because it is the . It describes the state of the doer at the time of 
the action, showing how the reading took place.  
The  can also describe the condition of the    . For example: 

I found the door open    
 

The word   is  because it is the . It describes the state of 
the object (the door) at the time of the action, showing the 
condition/state of the door when found. 
The  can also describe the condition of both the  and the    
  at the same time. For example: 

mad met Mu ammad while 
they were both riding      

 

The  can be in the form of a single word (   ), or it can appear 
as a complete sentence, known as   (a  clause or 
circumstantial clause). 
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In most cases, the  is a derivative of the verb, such as an    
or an   . For example, in the sentence   , the 
word  is an    and in   , the word  is an 

   . 

However, sometimes the  is not a single word but a complete 
sentence. This is called  . For it to be a  sentence, it must 
begin with a   (called   ) and usually contains a pronoun 
referring back to the   . For example: 

“
 

       

Here,    is the  , describing the state of the doers (you) 
at the time of the action. 
It begins with    and contains a pronoun ( ) referring back to 
the subject of the main verb. 

Sometimes the  is a  . If the verb is in the present tense 
(   ), the    usually begins with    and must include 
a pronoun referring to the   . For example: 

The student went out while he 
was laughing      

The  is the sentence   , which is a verbal sentence 
introduced by    and contains a pronoun   referring to the 
student. 
If the verb in the   is past tense, then it must be preceded by 
 . For example: 
Zayd entered after he had closed 

the door       
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In this example,     is the   , describing the state at 
the time Zayd entered. It starts with    and includes   before the 
past tense verb. 

The  can also appear in the form of a prepositional phrase or an 
adverbial phrase. This is called     . For example: 

The student left with his book     

In the example above,   is a           phrase functioning as the 
, showing the condition or circumstance of the student at the time 

he left. 
Another example: 

I found the book under the desk      
Here,    is an adverbial phrase (         ) that shows the 

. 

In both cases, the  is not a full sentence but a phrase, and it still 
tells us the condition or circumstance at the time of the action. 

Rules of the  

    is always in the  case. 
The noun it describes - whether the  or      - is called     
  . 

    matches its  in gender and number. 

Difference between the  and the  

Unlike an adjective ( ), the   is always   
   is usually      , the  matches 
the  in case. However, in a  , the  is always  . 



85 
 

 -  
 

 

  is a  noun in the  that removes ambiguity from what 
precedes it. This means that whenever there is a  noun in the 

 case which removes vagueness from a preceding statement, it 
is called    . In other words, 
   
 

I bought a litre of milk     
 

In the sentence, the word  is both the     and the  , while  
is the  . The word  by itself does not clearly express what was 
bought, because a litre could be of water, milk, juice, or something 
else. When we add the word  as  
and clear – “a litre of milk”. So here, the   
vagueness found in the word . 
 

Below are a few more examples: 
 

       

The farmer planted a grain of wheat     
     

I bought a kilogram of meat     
Zayd ate a plate of rice      

The tailor cut a metre of fabric     
 

  may come to clarify words of weight, measurement, area or land, 
and number. In all such cases, the   is added to remove the 
ambiguity of the preceding noun and make the meaning precise. 
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  is of two types:  (transferred) and    (not transferred). 
    has a further three categories: 

 

1)  
 

a)       : The   which removes ambiguity from the . 
For example: 
 

Zayd became good in character    
 

If we only said    (Zayd became good), the sentence would be 
unclear. We would not know in what sense Zayd became good - was 
it his appearance, his manners, his speech, or something else? By 
adding , the ambiguity is removed, and it becomes clear that it is 
his character that became good. This sentence could also have been 
expressed as:     - “The character of Zayd became good”. But 
instead of keeping    in an  construction, the word  was 
turned into a  . 
 

In this way, the word   (Zayd). Such 
a   is also described as   , because instead of clarifying one 

 
 

b)        : The   which removes ambiguity from the 
  .  For example: 
 

We      
 

In the verse above,    is the object. By itself, it could cause 
ambiguity, since it is not clear what exactly gushed forth from the 
earth. The    
could also be expressed as:     – “We caused the springs 
of the earth to gush forth”, in which case   would be a normal . 
But in the original form, the  is turned into a  . 
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c)     : The   which removes ambiguity from the 
subject.  For example: 
 

      
 

In the verse above, the word   is  . This could also have been 
expressed as:      - “My wealth is greater than your wealth”. 
In this form,   is the . But instead of keeping it in this 
construction, it has been turned into a  , hence  . So, in this type, 
the  is transformed into a  . 
 

In all three types, the purpose of the   is to remove ambiguity. In 
 

and the 
   and the . And in the third case, it resolves the ambiguity 
that might arise between the  and the  . 
 

2)  
 

     : This type of   usually comes after verbs of wonder 
(  ) or after    (comparative/superlative noun).      
For example: 
 

Mu ammad is greater in character     
How excellent it is for a wealthy 

person to participate in good!         
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A cardinal number refers to a counting number. It is a number that 
shows the quantity of something. For example: 

One apple     
Two cars   

Three pens     
Four books    
Five doors     

 

An ordinal number is a number that refers to the position of 
something. For example: First, second, third. In Arabic, ordinal 
numbers are written differently based on gender. 

 
 

Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine 
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The ordinal numbers for the even tens are the same as the cardinals 
with the exception of the added . The same principal is applied to 
hundreds, thousands and millions. 

Below are a few examples of how to use the ordinal numbers that are 
above 20. 

The 21st day           
 

The masculine form of the word   is used because the word ‘day’ 
in Arabic is masculine. If you are describing something feminine, you 
will use the feminine form:

The 23rd hour           
The 35th page          

The 45th minute          
 

-10)

There are some rules that you need to learn when using numbers 
from 1 to 10.  

When describing something that is ‘one’ in number, you do not need 
to add the word   or  .  

A pen / One pen   
A car / One car   

A book / One book   
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When describing something that is ‘two’ in number, you do not add 
the word   or  . As you have previously learnt, to form a dual 
noun, you simply add  . For example: 

Two pens    
Two cars    

Two books   
 

The rules for using nouns which are 3-10 in number are slightly 
different: 

1) The feminine form of the number is used when referring to a 
masculine noun. 

2) The masculine form of the number is used when referring to a 
feminine noun. 

3) The noun being described will be in the  case, as this indicates 
. However, if the noun is   , it will end with a  

instead. 

Plural Dual Singular 
       

Three books Two books One book 
 

Note how the feminine version of the number three is used in Arabic. 
This is because the word ‘book’ in Arabic is masculine.  

If the noun being described is a feminine, you would use the 
masculine form of the number. The number preceding a feminine 
noun is made masculine by simply dropping the ah.  
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Plural Dual Singular 
       
Three cars Two cars One car

 

In summary, a singular noun does not need a number to describe the 

that it is singular in number. Similarly, a dual noun is made dual by 
simply adding   at the end of the word.  

-10) 
 

  
English Arabic English Arabic 
3 sisters    3 books    

4 nurses    4 doors    

5 tables    5 pens    

6 cars    6 guests    

7 girls    7 students    

8 bicycles    8 men    

9 strawberries    9 boys    

10 apples    10 engineers    
 

 

The numbers 11 and 12 are formed using two numbers. Both parts of 
the numbers must agree with the gender of the noun being described.  

The noun being described will appear in its singular form rather than 
plural. 
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The masculine form of 11 is:    
The masculine form of 12 is:    
The feminine form of 11 is:    
The feminine form of 12 is:    
 

 

-19 

Just like 11 and 12, numbers 13 to 19 are also formed using a 
combination of two numbers.  

However, there are a couple of differences in how they are used with 
nouns: 

1) Only the second part of the number (  or  ) agrees with the noun 
being described.  

2)
being described.  

 

Once again, the singular form of the noun is used rather than the 
plural which is used from 3 to 10.  

 

  

11 apples      11 books     

12 cars      12 doors      

  

13 years     13 keys    

14 clocks     14 houses     
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-19) 
 

  
English Arabic English Arabic 

11 rooms      11 mosques     

12 tables      12 pens     

13 cows     13 crows    

     14 elephants     

15 pages     15 trousers     

16 minutes     16 rings     

17 schools     17 belts     

18 universities     18 chairs     

19 hats     19 coats     
 

 

To ask someone the time in Arabic, you simply say: 

What is the time?    
 

As you have learnt earlier, the word   is an interrogative word which 
means ‘how much?’. However, when asking the time, you use the 
word   with the word   which translates to ‘what is the time?’.  

  could also translate to ‘How much is the watch’? as the word 
  also means watch and clock. To avoid such confusion, you can 
add the word  which means ‘now’. This would become: 
 

What is the time now?       
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One o’clock      

Two o’clock     

Three o’clock     

Four o’clock     

Five o’clock     

Six o’clock     

Seven o’clock     

Eight o’clock     

Nine o’clock     

Ten o’clock     

Eleven o’clock      

Twelve o’clock      
 

There are also different ways to express phrases such as: half past, 
quarter past, quarter to etc.  

To say half past in Arabic, you add the word:    which literally 
translates to ‘and half’. However, when telling time, it becomes ‘half 
past’.  
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1:30         
3:30        
6:30        

11:30          
 

The Arabic word for quarter is   . To say quarter past in Arabic, 
you simply add:   . 

2:15        
7:15        

 

To say quarter to, you add   before the word ‘quarter’ (   ) and its 
case changes to because of  , hence it becomes  . The 
word   in Arabic means ‘except’. However, when telling the time, the 
context changes and it translates to ‘to’.  

1:45       
9:45       

 

The Arabic word for minute and minutes is: 

Minute   
Minutes   

 

To say ‘5 past 2’ or ’10 past 5’ or any number other than half past, 
quarter past or quarter to, you simply use the letter   between the 
hour and minutes which translates to ‘past’. 
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2:05          
10:20          

 

Refer back to the rules of cardinal numbers to ensure you use the 
correct gender of the word ‘minutes’ in Arabic. 

To clarify whether it is AM or PM in Arabic, you can say  for AM 
and   for PM.

5:00 AM     
7:00 PM      
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 -  
 

A noun of instrument is a derived noun that indicates the tool or 
device through which an action is carried out. It is taken from the verb 
and refers to the object used to perform that action. For example: The 
word   is an     derived from the verb   (to open).   
refers to the instrument used to carry out the action of opening - in 
this case, a key. 
There are two types of nouns of instrument with regard to form:  

1)  ( ) – those that follow consistent, known patterns.  
2)  ( ) – 

patterns. 
  The  type generally follows these patterns: 

 

Meaning Example Pattern 
Key     

Handle     
Wallet     
Glasses     
Clothes     

Window     
Soap     

 

   type includes examples such as: 
 

      
Knife Axe Pen 

 

 13 
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It is a derived noun formed from the active present tense verb                  
(      ) to describe a person or thing that has more of a 
particular quality than another. It carries the meaning of the verbal 
noun but with a greater degree in comparison to someone or 
something else. 
In   (basic three-letter) verbs, the    (masculine) is 
formed on the pattern  . For example: 

        
More 

upright/correct 
More Beloved 

More 
knowledgeable 

Greater 

 

The    (feminine) is formed on the pattern  . For example: 

        
Better /More 

beautiful More Beloved Faster Greater 

 

  

 
 

Plural Dual Singular Case 
 -         

 -         

 -         

 14 
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The   

Now that you have learnt most of the key rules related to the perfect 
and imperfect tense verbs, both in the active and passive voice, as 
well as the imperative and prohibitive forms, the noun of time and 
place, the noun of instrument, and the noun of comparison, you will 
now proceed to memorise a table known as . 
This table is traditionally taught in classical Arabic studies to train 
students in deriving various noun forms from verbs. The version 

introduced in more detail later. For now, this abridged version will 
-related forms you have studied so far: 

          

          

      

      

       

      
 

    

 -         

 –         

 -         



100 
 

from different types, showing how each one is formed into the twelve 
categories outlined on the previous page.  

 Some verbs do not have an      (noun of time/place) or 
      (noun of instrument), as such forms would not carry a 

meaningful usage. 
 

  –      

      
        

          
         

               
 

  –      
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  –      

      
        

           
         

               
 

  –      

      
       

          
         

              
 

  –      
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  –      

       
            

          
         

               
 

  –     –      

      
        

          
         

               
 

  –      –      
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  –     –      

      
        

           
         

              
 

  –      

         
           

             
         

             
 

  –      
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  –      

      
        

                
           

             
 

 –     –       

        
         

          
         

             
 

 –     –      
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  –      –       

       
         

          
         

             
 

  –      –       

       
       

          
         

             
 

 –     –       
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 –     –          

           
           

           
        

              
 

  –     –      

         
          

          
         

              
 

  –     –      
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-  
 
 

An      is a noun through which a connection with something is 
expressed, or by means of which relation to something is understood. 
For example:   ( ), one who is connected to Makkah. 
 

The rule for making an ism into a  adjective ( ) is that at the 
end of the noun a  with shaddah ( ) is added and a kasrah is given 
to the last letter. For example: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The   indicates several things: 
 
 

a)
belongs. For example: 
 

Arab  -   
 

b) In relation to religion, for example: 
 

Islamic    -   
 
 
 
 

c)  can also show  - i.e. the place of residence of someone or a 
sense of belonging to their homeland. For example: 
 

Damascene   
A resident of Quds   

A resident of Deoband   
 

      

      

 15 
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d)  
 

Made of gold   
Made of silver   

Made of copper   
 

Below are a few rules to remember when adding    to certain 
types of nouns: 
 

1)  
When a noun ends with a   ( ) , and it consists of more than 3 
letters, then at the time of forming the , the  is dropped, and a 
( )   is added in its place. For example: 
 

    
    

 

2)   
 

If an     or an    ends with an additional  for , then 
what happens depends on the number of letters in the noun. If the 
third letter is an , it is changed into a  with a  attached. For 
example: 
 

  (related to interest)  
  (related to the back)  
  (related to a stick)   

 

Similarly, if the end of a noun has a   ( ) , and after removing it 
the last letter becomes an alif, then replace that alif with a . After that, 
add a  . For example: 
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  (related to life)   
  -Syrian city)   

 

If the  or   appears as the fourth letter and the word 
does not denote the feminine gender, it may either be replaced with 
a  or remain as a  before adding the   . 
 
 

 -   (related to wealth)   
 -      

 

 a   or  , then  will 
be deleted. For example: 
 

  (chosen one)   
  (one who hopes)   

 
3)  

 

If a noun ending with an extended alif (   ) has an original 
, then in the case of , the  will remain. For example: 

 

  (creative)   
 

However, if the  is not original (i.e., it came as a substitute for 
another letter), then when forming the , the  can either 
remain or be replaced with its original letter. For example: 
 

 -     
 -     

 

4)  
 

If a word ends with a shaddah on , then for   
as the root and replace the second  with a . For example: 
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5) A  or three  

 

If a word is two letters only, then when forming , a  will be 
inserted before the  at the end. For example: 
 

    
    

 

If a three-letter noun ends with a , the    is dropped and 
replaced with a . For example: 
 

    
    

 

In Arabic, some nouns sometimes behave contrary to the standard 
rule of . For example: 
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 -  

There are five nouns in Arabic that use long vowels instead of short 
vowels as their case endings. These nouns take: 

- A  instead of a  in the   case 
- An alif instead of a  in the  case  
- A  instead of a kasrah in the   case 

These special nouns are: 

             
Possessor Mouth Father in-law Brother Father 

The table below shows how the five special nouns appear in each of 
the three grammatical cases. 

      
            

I went to your father I met your father Your father is a teacher 

          
I spoke with your brother I saw your brother Your brother came 

           
I sat by your father-in-law I visited your father-in-

law 
 father-in-law 
left 

            
The doctor looked into 

your mouth 
I cleaned your mouth Your mouth is clean 

             
I passed by the learned I helped the one in need The learned is honored 

 16 
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Conditions for Applying the Special Declension of the Five Nouns 

1) The first condition is that the noun must be singular. If the noun 
appears in the dual or plural form, it will follow the regular 
declension rules using short vowels. For example: 

Zayd’s father came      

The sentence above follows the special rule because the noun   is 
singular. But if the same noun is made dual, it is declined normally. 
For example:  

Two fathers came    
I passed by the two fathers    

 

Note: The original form of   was  , so in the dual form, the  returns. 
 

 

2) The second condition is that the noun must be used in a state of i fah 
- that is, as the first part of a  . This applies whether the 
second part is a noun ( ) or a pronoun (   ). If the noun is used 
without a  , such as simply  , it will not be treated as one of 
the special nouns and will take short vowel endings. 
 

3) The third condition is that the noun must not be attached to the first-
person singular suffix ( , meaning ‘my’). If it is, it reverts to regular 
declension. For example,   (my father) is declined with short vowels, 
while    meets the condition and takes the long vowel ending. 
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4) The fourth condition is specific to the word   (mouth). For it to be 
treated as one of the five special nouns, it must appear in its original 
form -  . If it appears as   (a common alternate form), then it is no 
longer considered one of the five special nouns and is declined 
normally.  
 

5) The fifth condition is that the special noun must not be in the   
(diminutive) form. For example:     – “This is a noble little 
father”. Since the noun is in the diminutive form, it will be declined 
normally and not follow the special rules of these five nouns. 
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   are nouns that carry the meaning of verbs, but they are not 
actual verbs and do not show tense endings like verbs do. They are 
divided into three types based on the tense they indicate: 

1. Past-Tense Meaning 

These words carry the meaning of a past action: 

 
 

     
 

  

 

This gives the meaning of   (to be separated). For example: 

      
How far apart the scholar and the ignorant one are 

 

 

This gives the meaning of   (to be quick). For example: 

    
How quickly you returned 

 

  Far away 

  How far apart 

  How quickly 

 17 
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2. Present-Tense Meaning 

These words express a present or ongoing action: 
 

 
 

Gives the meaning of   (I am feeling pain). For example: 
 

    
Ah! I am suffering from the fever 

 

 

 

 

Gives the meaning of   (I am fed up/annoyed). Used in 
frustration, such as when in discomfort or irritation. For example: 

              

 
 

 

 

Gives the meaning of   (I am amazed). This is a word of wonder 
used to express surprise. For example: 

    
Wow! How vast his knowledge is 

 Ouch! / I’m in pain 

  Uff! 
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3. Imperative (Command) Meaning 

These express a command or request, and are often used to address 
someone directly. These include: 
 

 
 

Used to urge someone to continue speaking or praising. For example: 

      
Say more, my brother – finish your story! 

 

 
 

Gives the meaning of      – ]. 
For example: 

       
–  

 

 
 

Gives the meaning of   – Hurry up. For example: 
 

     
Hurry, let’s go to the school 

 

  Say more! 

   

 Come quickly! 
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Gives the meaning of   – Silence! Used to hush someone. 
For example: 
 

    
Be quiet! He is speaking 

 

 
 

Gives the meaning of   – Come forth/Turn toward. For example: 

       
Come to prayer! Come to success! 

 

 

Gives the meaning of    – look. For example: 

       
Take (and see) the letter that I wrote 

 

 

Gives the meaning of   – Stick to/take responsibility for. For 
example: 

        
Hold firmly to truthfulness in every situation 

  Be quiet! 

  Come forth! 

  Look! 

  Take upon yourself! 
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Important Notes: 

1)    are always singular and have no dual or plural form. 
However, when a  of address (  ) is attached to them, 
their meaning changes to match the number and gender of the 
person being addressed. For example: 

      

2)    perform the same grammatical function as real verbs: 
They make the subject ( )   and put the object ( ) in the 

 case. For example: 

Far is the return of childhood!      

This sentence uses the       , which gives the meaning of   
(it became distant). It expresses the idea that something is very far, 
either literally or figuratively. The word   becomes the subject of 
the sentence hence it is in the    case. 

Take the notebook and the eraser     

This sentence uses the      , which means   (take). It 
addresses someone directly. The word   becomes the object in 
this sentence hence it is in the  case. 
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An      is a noun that refers to something in an indirect way. 
Instead of clearly naming a person, thing, or amount, it hints at it or 
substitutes it with a general word.  
 

It’s called ‘ ’ because the real thing is not mentioned directly - 
it's hidden or implied. These words are used when:  
 

- We don’t want to mention something clearly  
- When the thing being referred to is unknown, unimportant, or 

general.   
 

For example:  
 

Someone gave me such-and-such 
not mentioned – this is .  
How many times – 
just use ‘how many’ to hint.  
He did this and that
and that’ to avoid details. 
 

These types of words are used in Arabic as well. They include: 

How many...   
Such and such/This much...  

So many...   
This and that…  /   

 

All of these are    because they refer to something without 
naming it directly. They are often used when the speaker wants to be 
general, indirect, or avoid repetition. 

 18 
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 (How many/This many)

These two are often used for expressing an unknown or vague 
number or quantity. 

  comes in two forms: 

Interrogative: for asking questions   
Informative: for giving news   

When   is interrogative, the noun after it is in the   case and 
singular. For example: 

How many dollars do you have?    

When   is informative, the noun after it is in the   case and 
singular. For example: 

How many dollars you gave 
me! (expressing amazement)      

  is used for substitution. This word is used to express an unknown 
quantity or number, whether small or large. For example: 

I read such-and-such number of lessons    
 

The word clarifying the number that follows   is always in the   
case, and it is always singular. Sometimes,  is used on its own, and 
at other times it is followed by a word of repetition. For example:
 

I read such and such number of books      
 



121 
 

 (So many) 

This is used to express a large number or quantity while giving 
informative statements (not questions). It is followed by a singular 
noun and a  phrase (    ). For example: 
 

          
“And how many creatures there are who do not carry their provision  

 

sustenance. 

 (Such and such)

These are used in Arabic to refer to unspecified speech. The clarifying 
word for both is always singular and in the  case. They are 
always used together with a connecting   (i.e.,   ). For example: 
 

    
I complained about such-and-such a matter 

 

This is used when the speaker wants to mention something without 
specifying the actual words. 
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Nouns of sounds refer to every word that imitates a sound or is used 
to produce a sound to address animals or generally to those who lack 
reason (i.e., animals, infants, etc.). 
 

The    are divided into two types: 
 

1) A category used to address animals and young children: 
 

These are expressions commonly understood and shared among 
people. Their meanings can evolve over time - changing from one era 
to another - due to semantic development. For example: 
 

To scold a child Kikh!   

To call a cat Bis!   

To make a camel sit Nakh Nakh!    
 

2) A category consisting of imitated sounds of animals and things: 
For example: 
 

The sound of a crow    
The sound of hitting q   

The sound of laughter   
 

All of these are considered nouns, not particles, because they can 
stand alone and convey a meaning by themselves. They are also not 
verbs, because they do not indicate a specific time or an action. 
 

All nouns of sounds are grammatically considered   nouns. 
 

 19 
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This lesson on   is a bit long and contains many rules, so it has 
been divided into four parts for easier understanding. 
 

Part 1: Definition, Objectives, Conditions and Patterns of the 
Diminutive 
 

A diminutive is a modified form of a word used to express smallness, 
affection, or endearment. In English, examples include duckling from 
duck, and booklet from book, both of which carry the meaning of 
something smaller in size or more delicate in tone.  
 

In Arabic, the diminutive is known as  , which is a noun meaning 
‘to make smaller’. It is used to alter the form of a noun in order to 
convey a sense of smallness or subtlety. 
 

The diminutive is made using specific word patterns called                   
  . There are three main patterns:    and  . 

Below are a few examples of diminutive nouns: 
 

      
 -     -     -   

A small lantern Little Ja far A small mountain 
  -    -    -    

A small handkerchief A small gathering A small star 
 

Not every noun in Arabic can be made into a  . However, there 
are a few basic rules to follow: 
 

a) The noun must be declinable ( ): You cannot form a   from 
indeclinable ( ) nouns, such as  , or  , or from special types 

 20 
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of words like    (conditional nouns) and    
(interrogative nouns). 
 

b) A noun should not already resemble one of the standard   
patterns. If a word already has the shape and sound of the  , even 
if it is not actually formed as one, it cannot be made into a   again. 
This is because it would lead to confusion or an unnatural form. For 
example, names like   , and   already appear in the   
patterns  and are treated as fixed proper nouns. Therefore, further 
applying the rules of   to them is not permissible  
 

c) The noun must have a meaning that fits the purpose of  . 
Diminutives are used to show smallness, affection, nearness, 
mockery, etc. So, nouns that don't benefit from those meanings - like 
names of months or days of the week - aren't made diminutive. For 
example, you don’t say a “little Monday” or “little Rajab” - it doesn’t 
serve any purpose. 
 

Patterns of the Diminutive 

For triliteral (three-letter) nouns, the diminutive is formed on the 
pattern  . For example:                
For quadriliteral (four-letter) nouns, the diminutive follows the 
pattern  . For example:    
For five- or six-letter nouns, the diminutive is usually made on the 
pattern  . If the original word ends in a regular consonant, that 
last letter is dropped in the diminutive. For example: 

     (last letter dropped) 

However, if the second-last letter of a five-letter noun is a long vowel 
( ), then the diminutive is formed on the pattern   instead. 
For example: 
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     (last letter dropped) 

Part 2: Nouns that are treated like triliteral and quadriliteral 
nouns when forming the diminutive 
 

a) Nouns that are treated like triliteral nouns: 
 

1) Nouns that end with a feminine marker - such as  ( ), alif 
 ( ), or  ( ) - are treated like triliteral nouns 

when forming the  , as long as they have three root letters 
excluding the feminine ending. For example: 

 

         
A little tree Slightly blue (Bluish) A little beautiful one 

 

2) Triliteral nouns that end with an extra alif and  ( )—such as 
adjectives on the pattern of  —are also made diminutive using the 
pattern  , and the alif and  are kept. For example: 

          
Slightly angry A little sleepy Slightly lazy 

3) Broken plurals that follow the pattern  are made diminutive on 
the pattern , and the extra  is kept. For example:  
 

         
Little locks Little companions Little rivers 

4) If a triliteral noun is made dual or turned into a sound masculine 
plural or a sound feminine plural, its diminutive is still based on the 
singular form and follows the pattern . For example: 
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Two little pens Little happy ones Small roses 

 

b) Nouns that are treated like quadrilateral nouns: 
 

1) Four-letter nouns that end with a feminine ending (like taa  
marb ah) are made diminutive using the pattern  . The feminine 
ending is kept in the diminutive form. For example: 

           
A little school A little broom A little beetle 

2) Four-letter nouns that end with    are also made diminutive 
using the pattern  , and the  is kept. For example: 

         
A little Easterner A little genius A little Westerner  

3) Four-letter nouns that end with an extra  are made diminutive using 
the pattern  . The  is retained in the diminutive form.                       
For example: 

         
Little saffron A little interpreter 

4) When four-letter nouns appear in the dual, sound masculine plural, 
or sound feminine plural forms, the diminutive is made based on the 
singular, using the pattern   — and the plural/dual ending is kept. 
For example: 
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Two little students Little students (M) Little students (F) 

 

Part 3: Diminutives of Defective (Weak) Nouns 

When making   of weak nouns (those with  ), we need to 
look at whether the weak letter is part of the original root or not: 

 1. If the weak letter is part of the root, it stays: 

      
A little house A little sword 

 2. If the weak letter is not part of the root (like a long vowel or 
from hamzah), it changes to  in the diminutive:  

      
A little open area A little wealth 

In the example above,   (an open area or space), the alif ( ) is not 
one of the original root letters. Therefore, when forming the  , 
the alif is replaced with , resulting in  , which means a small open 
space. 

(a) Diminutive Formation for Nouns Whose Third Root Letter is 
Weak  

When the third root letter of a noun is a weak letter ( ), special 
rules apply in diminutive formation.  
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- In such words, the weak letter (alif or ) is converted to : 
 

 
 

- This  then merges with the diminutive pattern’s internal  (e.g. 
the  of   or  ): 

 

 
 

- The result is a single doubled  (with shaddah): 
 

 
 

 

Part 4: Diminutive of Nouns with a Missing Final Root Letter ( ) 
or First Root Letter ( ) 

In Arabic, nouns cannot have fewer than three root letters. So if a 
noun appears to have only two letters, it actually has a missing third 
root letter. This missing letter is usually revealed when the word is 
made dual or plural. 
 

For example, the noun   (brother) looks like a two-letter word but in 
reality, it is derived from   - the missing third root letter is . This is 
seen in the dual:   

When a noun like   (brother) is made into a diminutive, we apply 
the following steps: 
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Step 1: Restore the missing root. The original triliteral root of   is  . 
So we begin with  .

Step 2: Apply the   pattern. We fit the word into the diminutive 
pattern:   which gives us:  .  
 

Step 3: Morphological rule: Convert the final  to  as Arabic 
morphology doesn’t allow  after a -ending , so:   becomes 
 . 
 

Step 4: Assimilation of the two . The last step is to combine the two 
 into one with a shaddah. The final form:   

 

Summary:

          

Below are a few more examples: 

          
          

      

In Arabic,   form serves various expressive purposes: 

1) To show something is small in size or limited in amount: 

      
This is a small mountain near the village
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2) To express mockery or belittlement: 

    
This is a weak little poet

3) To indicate closeness, whether in time or place: 

    
I ate just before 

4) To suggest greatness or distinction despite smallness: 

       
Zayd is a little hero in the face of fear

In this sentence, the word   is the   form of   (hero). 
Although it appears in a smaller form, it is not used to belittle or mock 
Zayd. Instead, it is used for    - to emphasise Zayd’s bravery in a 
respectful and admiring way. 

5) To express love, gentleness, or emotional closeness: 

         
“O 

 

Using the   form often makes speech more concise and powerful. 
For example, saying   is clearer and more effective than saying  
  (a small mountain).
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-  
 

 

In Arabic, the phrase   is commonly used for emphasis and 
specification. It functions similarly to saying ‘especially’ or 
'particularly’ in English. It is a combination of three words: 

++
  is a particle of negation,   is derived from  (meaning "like"), and 
since it appears as the ism of    it is in the  case.   after it is an 
extra element ( ) and can also be interpreted as  in the meaning 
of "that which" (  ), i.e. a relative noun ( ). 
The noun following   can be either definite or indefinite. If it is 
indefinite, it is either in the  case as the   of a hidden , or in 
the   as the   of   or in the  case as the  of  . If 
it is definite, it is either in the  case as the   of a hidden , or 
in the   as the   of  . For example: 
 

Indefinite Definite 
    

               
I love fruits, especially a fresh apple  

    
                

I love fruits, especially a fresh apple  
   

         
I love fruits, especially a fresh apple  

 

 21 
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 -  
 
 

The      is a special type of    that, while also denoting 
the doer of an action, adds a sense of intensity, abundance, or 
exaggeration to the meaning of the verb.  
 

In other words, whereas    simply points to someone who 
performs an action,     emphasises that the person performs 
the action repeatedly, constantly, or in an abundant manner.  
 

For example, from the verb   (to thank), the    is  , 
meaning “one who gives thanks,” while the corresponding     
is  , meaning “one who gives thanks a lot, abundantly, or 
excessively. The    also functions just like the   , and 
its conditions of action are the same as those of the   . 
 

In Arabic, the      (intensive noun) appears in several well-
known patterns: 
 

1)  
 

For example: 
 

One who forbids a lot   

   
One who accepts repentance a lot   

One who forgives a lot   

A great liar   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 22 



133 
 

2)  
For example: 
 

   

One who helps a lot   
One who talks excessively   

 

3)  
For example: 
 

Most forgiving   

Very patient   
Very jealous   

 

4)  
For example: 
 

All-Knowing   

All-Powerful   
All-Hearing   

All-Aware   
 

5)  
For example: 
 

Very anxious   

Very understanding   
Very fearful   
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   is a form used for , which is already clear from the 
examples given earlier. However, in Arabic, the same form   is also 
used not only for  but for professional designations or habitual 
doers of an action. For example: 
 

Carpenter    

Baker   
Weaver    
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 -  
 

 (subject) and a   (predicate). At times, certain verbs or particles 
are inserted into a nominal sentence, causing a change in its   
(case endings) and also altering its meaning.  
 

These are collectively referred to as   (abrogating elements of a 
 

 

1 Defective verbs     

2 Verbs of approximation     
3 Particles resembling verbs       
4  and   resembling           
5 The   of absolute negation     

 

. In this 
 

 

The       verbs are called defective because they do not 
convey a complete meaning on their own like other  do. Instead, 
they require a   to complete their meaning. Among the   , 
one example is the verb  . Just like  , other similar verbs are also 
called   or  . The total number of these verbs is 17.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 23 
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They are as follows: 
 

      
Became in the morning Was Was/became 

      
Remained Became in the morning Became in the evening 

        
As long as Continued Remained at night 

        
Continued Not/is not Continued 

        
Returned Returned/reverted Still is/ continues to be 

   
Went out in the evening Set out early 

 

These  enter upon a   and operate on it in two ways: 
 

1) After   and similar verbs enter the sentence, the  retains its 
original  and remains  , but its   becomes  with 

. For example: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2) The second change is that these  shift the meaning from 
present to past. For example, in the sentence   , the meaning 
is that the student is hardworking. After applying  , the new 
meaning becomes: the student  hardworking. Hence, the meaning 
moves from present to past, even though the   stays in its current 
descriptive form.  
 
 

          

The student is hardworking The student was hardworking 
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    of its  in the past tense - whether 
that state was intended or accidental. For example:    (The 
man was standing) or       has always been All-
Knowing). When   , the meaning 
conveys “has” rather than “was”, as His attributes are eternal and 
unchanging. 

If the  after   comes with   (due to a particle), then its  
For example:    (I was 

never unchaste) instead of   . 

If the  of   is followed by a , such as in  , or it is connected 
to a word beginning with a silent letter ( ), such as in      
 , then the  will not be dropped. 

   can also be   (complete), meaning it conveys the full meaning of 
a verb on its own rather than showing the meaning of the past.               
For example: 
  

“        
 

 
 

  indicates a change from one state to another. For example: 

The milk turned into cheese    
The sky became cloudy     
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These    indicate change in time or transition across different 
times of day. For example: 

  To happen/become in the morning -  

The man became happy (in the morning)    

The weather became cold in the morning    

  To happen/become in the forenoon -  

        

The sky became clear by forenoon     

  To happen/become in the evening -  

The boy became active by evening      

The moon shone brightly in the evening     

  To remain/continue to be -  

The man remained sick    

     

  To happen/become in the night -  

The patient spent the night in pain     

The student (f) spent the night studying       
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These   are used in the meaning of   (to become).            
For example: 

The child became happy     
The man became poor      

The student became successful     
The criminal became regretful     

 

 
 

continuity of the  . For example: 

The man has always remained humble      
 

These verbs imply continuity. In essence, the example above means: 
‘There has never been a time when the man was not humble’. 

The dog is still barking      
The scholar has not ceased explaining 

the Qur n         

The mother has not stopped praying for 
her son       
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   is used to express the duration of an action before something 
else. For example: 

Be silent as long as the teacher is 
speaking       

“
 

       
  

 

 
 

The word   is used for negating a sentence. For example: 

Zayd is sitting    
  

Zayd is not sitting    
 

Sometimes the   of   appears with the preposition  which 
makes it . For example: 

The man is not a scholar     
 

Just as    has fourteen conjugated forms, similarly the     
     also have fourteen forms. While doing the conjugation, some 

changes occur in certain forms, so it is necessary to keep that in mind. 
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Third Person 
She was   He was   

They (f.d.) were  They (m.d.) were   
They (f.p.) were   They (m.p.) were  

Second Person 
You (f.s.) were   You (m.s.) were   
You (f.d.) were  You (m.d.) were  
You (f.p.) were   You (m.p.) were   

First Person 
We were  I Was   

Third Person 
She was not   He was not   

They (f.d.) were not  They (m.d.) were not   
They (f.p.) were not   They (m.p.) were not  

Second Person 
You (f.s.) were not   You (m.s.) were not   
You (f.d.) were not  You (m.d.) were not  
You (f.p.) were not   You (m.p.) were not   

First Person 
We were not  I Was not   
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These  also behave like  by making the      and the 
   . Their   is always a  – sometimes with  , and 

sometimes without it. 
 

1)   
 

The    are:

       

They indicate the nearness and likelihood of the   occurring - 
meaning the   is about to happen. For example: 
 

The child is  cry    
“  

      

“  
       

 
 

 
 

         
    

The rain was  to fall     
The sick person (f) was  to die     

The train is  to arrive      
The time is  to run out      
The moon is  appear      

 24 
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The   of   and   does not come with  . On the other hand, the 
  of   is generally preceded by  . According to the scholars of 

, it is better for the   of   to be with  , while for   and   it 
is better that the   comes without  . 
 

2)   
 

 

The    denote the beginning of an action. The   that follows 
them is a  and is not preceded by  . There are numerous 

  . These include:

      
The   of these verbs is always a verbal sentence whose verb is in the 
imperfect tense. So, if the   is not a , these verbs are not 
considered  (defective verbs). For example: 
 

  as a  (defective) verb   as a normal (complete) verb 
        

The child began to read The child took the book 
 

“

 
       

 

The people began to shout     
 

3)   
 
 

The    indicate hope for something to occur. These verbs 
indicate hope and the possibility of an action occurring - meaning, 
they give rise to the expectation that the   will come true. The   
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that follows them is a  and it is usually preceded by  . These 
include:

      

The   of these verbs is also a verbal sentence whose verb is in the 
imperfect tense. If the   is not a , these verbs are not 
considered  (defective verbs).  
 

  is a non-conjugating verb. Only the past tense is used for   and 
it does not accept any other form. For example: 

“Perhaps  
          

 

“
        

 

will begin to work hard      
 

It is hoped that the sick person 
will recover      
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  Resemble  -  
 

These two particles (  and  ) enter a     in a negating capacity, 
and they resemble  . That is, they perform the same function as   
by making the   and the   . 
 

 enters upon both   and  nouns. For example: 
 

The boy is not successful    
There is no absent student    

“     
 
   is always followed by a  noun. For example: 
 

No door is open    
No man is standing    

 

However, if the     comes before the , or the word   appears after, 
then  or   no longer function grammatically as particles of complete 
negation. For example: 
 

“        
Zayd is not but hardworking       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 25 
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    is a particle used to negate a ruling entirely from every 
individual of the category ( ) of the noun that follows it. It 
functions like   in grammar. It puts the noun that comes immediately 
after it into the  case, which is called the     , and it puts the 
  into the  case, which is called the   . For example: 
 

There is no man present     
 

In the above example,   negates the existence of any individual from 
the category of men who are present. 
 

There are several important rules related to    . These 
include: 
 

1) It starts a nominal sentence (i.e. a sentence made up of a subject and 
a predicate, not a verb). 
 

2) It completely negates the connection between the subject and the 
predicate. 
 

3)   makes the subject (called     ) , while the predicate stays 
 . This rule is very similar to how   works. 

 

4) The  of   is usually not given  in most of its usages. However, 
it does take  when it functions grammatically in relation to 
what follows it, such as:       (No noble person whose 
character is bad). 
 

5) Not every   is for absolute negation. Sometimes   is used just to 
negate a single case or individual, not the entire category. In such 
cases, it does not make the subject . For example: 
 
 

 26 
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A book is not open     
 
In the example above, the particle   does not cause the subject to be 

 because it is being used for simple negation, not absolute 
negation. However, if we intend to say: “No book at all is open”, then 
we use    , which makes the subject : 
 

No book at all is open     
 

6) The subject of     must come immediately after it. For   
  to make its noun  (as    ), the noun must appear 
immediately after   without anything in between. If a prepositional 
phrase (    ) comes between   and its noun, then that noun will 
not be considered the     and will remain  . For example: 

 

“
 

         
  

 

In the verse above, because  (a prepositional phrase) separates   
from  , the word   stays  instead of becoming . 
 

7) If   comes after a preposition, the noun after it cannot be the     
and therefore will not be in the  case. For example: 

 

I entered the classroom without a book      
 

 
 

1)  
 

The      of       an   
construction. In such cases, the  is . For example: 
 

No student’s book is missing      
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2)   
 

The subject of     can also be something similar to a , 
such as an    or    followed by either its object or a 
prepositional phrase. For example: 
 

No one who puts effort into his lesson 
is deprived of success 

     
  

 

In this example, the word  is an    and serves as the    
 , which is why it appears in the  case. The word   is the 

     (object) of the   , and not the   . The actual    is 
 , which is in the   case.  
 
3)
 

The subject of       can appear as a single, standalone noun. 
However,     here does not mean "singular" in number. Rather, it 
means a simple noun that is not followed by another noun it governs 
grammatically - such as in an  construction or       +     .  
 

In such cases, the noun appears in the  case, and the ending 
depends on its grammatical form. If it is singular, it ends with a ah, 
if it is dual, it ends with a  and , and if it is a sound feminine plural, 
it ends with 2 kasrahs. 
 

 
    , the adjective can appear in one of three grammatical 

forms: 
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1)   
 

No active student is heedless       
 

  is   because it is the  of the phrase   , which together 
form the implied  of a   . Since the   is always , the 

 also takes the  case to match.  
 

2)  
 

No active student is heedless       
 
 

Here, both  and  are . The adjective follows the 
grammatical status of the     , which is  because of     . 
 

3) The   of the      can also appear with an ending that conforms 
indeclinably to the subject’s case or pattern. For example: 

 

No active student is heedless       
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-  
 

   are words which follow the word before them in . Whatever 
 appears on the preceding word will also appear on the  . In 

this way, the   can be  , or  just like the words they 
follow. 
 

There are four kinds of   :  
 

        
Apposition Emphasis Conjunction Adjective 

 

1)  
 

   (or   ) is the  that shows a quality found in the preceding 
noun. In Arabic grammar,    is another name for   , and     
is another name for   . Both pairs of terms mean the same thing. 
Just like    describes the   , so too does    describe 

  . 
 

 and , where the  
must agree with the  

some further rules related to   and   . The  is of two types: 
 

1)     - the real adjective. This is when the  describes the 
actual quality of the  itself.  For example: 
 

The noble man came     
 

In this sentence:    is a  for   . Since    is  with   , 
the   )(  is also  with  because it is a .  
 

 27 
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The     can appear in three forms: 
 

a) With an explicit noun (  ). For example: 
 

Zayd is a noble man     
 

In this example,   is the , and   is the . 
 

b) In the form of a    (phrase resembling a sentence), i.e. when it 
is a  (adverb of time/place) or      (prepositional phrase), 
For example: 

 

 
      

 

In this verse,     is    , and it is a    acting as a   for 
 . 
 

c) The  can also come in the form of a sentence, either a    or 
a   . This only happens when the  is            
For example: 

 

             
 

In this verse,   is a   used as a  for  . 
 

2)      - the causative adjective. This is when the  does not 
directly describe the , but rather something related to it (often 
a noun connected to it). For example: 
 

The man whose brother is noble came      
 

In the example above,    is the . The word    is the  , but 
it is not describing    directly. Instead, it is describing    (his 
brother). Because the brother is connected to the man through the 
pronoun   (his), the  is still considered to belong to   . 
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Therefore, although the quality of nobility refers to the brother, we 
still call    the  and    the . 
 

In    , the  always comes in the singular form. It matches 
the  
in number. For example: 
 

The man whose brother is noble came      
The two men whose brother is noble came      

The women whose brothers are noble came      
 

2)  
 

  is when a word follows another word, and both are connected 
by a    (a conjunction, like         etc.). The second word is 
called      . The   
shares the same grammatical rule ( ) as the    . For 
example: 
 

       
 

In the sentence, the word   is  because it is joined in  to 
 . Since   is the  and therefore , the word   also 
becomes . It is as though both words together are sharing the 
same verb as subjects. The    in between creates this link, and 
that is why both take the same . 
 

There are 9   : 
 

                  
Until Rather But Not Or Or Then So then And 
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The conjunction   is used to join two nouns or phrases. For 
example: 

“      

 
 

The particle  is used to convey the meaning of ‘so’ and ‘then’. It is 
used to indicate a sequence of events or to provide additional 
information within a sentence. It can also be attached to verbs. For 
example: 

I ate the apple then the banana     

 

The conjunction   typically translates to "then" in English. It is 
used to indicate a sequence of events, often with a sense of a longer 
duration or delay between the actions compared to .                          
For example: 

‘Abdull        
 

 

 

The conjunction   conveys the meaning of ‘or’. For example: 

 
          

Is this your book or Zayd’s book?        
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  comes for making a choice (  ). That means, through this 
, one of the two   (the words being joined) is meant to be 

 

Ma        
 

 

 

  is used in   to negate the second item from the ruling given to 
 

The student is writing, not the teacher      
 

 

 

  is used for exception or correction, meaning to remove an 
incorrect idea or to correct a mistake. For example: 

       
 

 
 

  
ruling for what comes after it. It is used for correction and 
emphasis. For example: 

Zayd did not come, rather Bakr came       
 

 
 

The conjunction   can vary based on the context and the 
structure of the sentence. It can be used as a preposition, as you 
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previously learned, and also as a conjunction with the meaning of 
‘even’. For example: 

The people sat down, even the king      
Everything is by decree, even 

incapacity and ability 
     

  
 

3)  
 

   is a  , 
removing any doubt or hesitation from the mind of the listener. There 
are two kinds of   :    - verbal emphasis and    - 
meaning-based emphasis. 
 

1)  
 

 

    happens when a word is repeated to emphasise it. For 
example: 
 
 

The friend, the friend came (the very 
friend himself came)     

        
 

 

  gives verbal emphasis. In 
the second, the repetition of  gives the same effect. 
 

 

2)  
 
 

     is emphasis that comes not through repetition, but 

  is used for  
(emphasis). Here, you will now learn a few other words that are 
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. 
 

The common words used for this type of emphasis are: 
 

              
 

For     , the emphasising words must come with a pronoun 
( ) that refers back to the   (the word being emphasised). 
Without this pronoun, the emphasis is not complete. 
 

  
 

The words   and   are used with the   in the singular form.      
For example: 
 

The doctor himself visited me       
 

When the   (the emphasised word) is dual or plural,   and   
are brought on the pattern of   to match them. For example: 
 

The two doctors themselves visited 
me      

The men themselves came       
 

  
 

These words are used for emphasis when the intent is to include all 
individuals or all parts of the  . For example: 
 

The whole Muslim nation is one 
heart          

All the men came     

All of the students went out     
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From these examples it is understood that through these words, the 
intention is to include all the parts and all the individuals of the 
subject.  
Therefore, it would not be correct to say:     (
of him), because 
individuals. 
 

Sometimes, in order to create further emphasis after  , the words 
  for the singular masculine,   for the singular feminine,    
and   for the masculine plural, and   for the feminine plural 
are also brought. For example: 
 

       
All the women came, every single 

one of them      
 
 

  
 

  is used to emphasise the dual masculine, and  is used to 
emphasise the dual feminine. Both of them are only useful when they 
are attached in  to a pronoun, and that pronoun must match 
accordingly. For example: 
 

The two men left, both of them    
The two women left, both of them    
I greeted the two parents, both of 

them      
 

4)  
 

  is the  that is intended itself, while the   is not intended. 
The  is called  and the   is called   . For example: 
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- 

 
 

In these 2 verses,     is the    and it is not intended 
itself, rather      is the one intended. Thus, it becomes 
the  of    . 
 

 has four types: 
 

                
 

1)  
 

In this type, the  and the    are the same, meaning both point 
to one and the same thing. Both have the same referent, and the origin 
and substitute are one. The previous example of the two verses from 

- ah is an example of this type. Another example is: 
 

       
-  

 

In this example,     is   and    is the    , both 
referring to the same person. 
 

2)  
 

In   , the  represents only a part of the   . In other 
words, the  does not cover the entire    but only a portion of 
it. For example: 

 

I ate the apple, half of it    
I spent the wealth, a quarter of it     
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   refers to the whole apple, but the intended 
meaning is only a part of it, namely . Thus,    is the   , 
and  is the   . 
 

In the second example,    is the    (the original thing 
mentioned).    is the    because it only indicates a part of the 

, not the whole. 
 

3)  
 

   is when the  has no physical part of the    but is 
something related to it, like a quality, attribute, or feature. For 
example: 

 

    
The garden impressed me - its colour 

 

In this example, the word    is the    and  is the  . This 
is an example of   , because the  (colour) is not a physical 
part of the garden itself, but rather something connected to it and 
belonging to it. The speaker is not praising the garden as a whole, but 

 
here expresses an aspect related to the original noun without being a 
part of it. 

 

4)  
 

   occurs when the speaker, by mistake, utters a wrong word 
and then immediately corrects himself with another word. In this 

intended meaning. For example: 
 

      
I greeted your father - actually, your brother 
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  was spoken by mistake, and the actual 
intended word is  . Therefore, the second word becomes   . 
Thus, in   
second word is the true and intended one. 
 

The  and the    must agree in gender, number, and case. For 
example, if the    is a , then the  will also be . If the 
   is   or , then the  will also follow the same case. 
 

However, it is not necessary that both be either  or both  . 
Sometimes one is  and the other is    and sometimes both are 
either  or . For example: 

 

     
Zayd came - your servant 

     
A man came - your servant 

     
A servant of yours came - Zayd 

 
Both the    and the  can appear as an    or as a  .    
For example: 

 

   
I struck him -  

      
The doctor treated the patient - his head 

 
 

In   , the only condition is agreement in  . That is, the   
and the    must share the same case ending, and apart from this, 
there is no other condition. 
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use  -  
 
The basic structure of a verbal sentence is usually arranged as 
follows: 
 

        
    

Zayd ate an apple 
 
 

However, the order of the verbal sentence can sometimes change, and 
 

 

        

     
The book I read  

 
And if a pronoun referring to the object is added to the verb, the 
structure becomes:  
 

            

      
I read the book 

 
This is what is known as         or  (      ). The 
literal meaning of  is to be engaged or occupied. In grammar, 
it refers to the situation where a noun is followed by a verb or 
something similar to a verb, and this verb includes a pronoun that 
refers back to that noun. If the verb is acting on this noun in such a 
way that, were the pronoun removed, the noun would become its 

 28 
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regular object, then such a construction is called  in 
grammar.  
The act of the verb or verb-like element being 'occupied' by the 
pronoun rather than the noun is what gives it the name . The 
noun that comes before the verb or verb-like word is called the       

    (the one that was bypassed). Below are a few more 
examples: 

I helped Zayd    

I helped Zayd’s brother     
I saw Zayd in the Mosque       

 

In these examples, Zayd is the   - meaning, the verb after it is 
already occupied with a pronoun referring back to Zayd. This is what 
we call . The verb is acting on a connected pronoun that 
refers to the earlier noun.  
If we were to remove the word that comes after, then the object 
would have been Zayd himself. The original sentences would be: 

I helped Zayd    

I helped Zayd’s brother     
I saw Zayd in the Mosque       

 

If you say:    (I read the book) or       (The book - I 
read), then neither of these sentences contains , because the 
verb is not occupied with a pronoun referring back to the noun that 
came before. In both cases,    is simply the object - coming after 
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However, if you say:     (The book - I read it), then  has 
indeed occurred. That’s because a noun (   
verb that comes after it ( ) is acting on a pronoun ( ) referring 
back to that noun, making it the object of the verb.  
The original form of the sentence:      was    . The 
original form of the sentence:    was    . The verb 
  that comes before   has been omitted because the word that 
follows is clarifying it. Similarly, the verb   before Zayd has also 
been omitted because the word that follows is clarifying it. In such 

 
 

“ -      
 

The original sentence is:     
of  has been omitted, because the one that comes after it -   - 
is explaining it. 
 

The   
 

The  of the    can vary. Sometimes it must be , 
sometimes it must be , and sometimes both are permissible. 
 

1)  
 

When the    is preceded by particles that require the noun 
after them to be in the  case, then in such cases   is obligatory. 
For example: 
 

       
I came out of the house, and then (suddenly) the friends -                  

I saw them 
 



164 
 

In the example above, the word     (the friends) comes after , 
and since  is one of the particles after which the noun must be in 
the  case, the    must also be . 
 

2)  
 

When the    is preceded by such particles that only enter upon 
verbs, then in that case,   becomes obligatory as well. For example, 
the conditional words like:      and others. 
 

       
If you enter the mosque then do not raise your voice 

 

The example above was originally:        . 
   has been omitted, because the one that 

comes after it is explaining it. 
 

3) Both     
 

This applies in situations where neither of the two earlier cases     
(    or ) apply. In such cases, both are permissible.  
For example:    (I called . In this case,   may be read 
as  - making it the  and the rest of the sentence becomes the 
 .  
Alternatively, it may be read as  with an implied/omitted verb 
before it. For example:    was originally:                  
(I called - I called him). In this scenario, the    comes 
before the implied verb, and the verb is understood (omitted), so 

 becomes acceptable too. 
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  is that noun which, by means of a    , is separated 
from the ruling applied to what came before it. It refers to the 
exclusion of something from a general statement, carrying the 
meaning of ‘except’. 
The word that comes before a     is called      , and the 
word that comes after it is called  . 
  is of two types: 

1)     - connected exception 
2)    - disconnected exception 

The     are as follows:

 

 
 

1)  -  

This is when the   is of the same category as the     , 
meaning the thing excluded belongs to the same type as what it is 
excluded from. For example: 

The men came, except Zayd      
 

In this sentence,   is  because of  . The rule is that if the  
 comes after  , and the    is mentioned, and the statement 

is positive (i.e., not negation and not an interrogative implying 
negation), then the   will be in the  case, as in the example 
above. An example from the : 

                       

 29 
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In this verse,       is 
mentioned, and the   comes after  . Therefore, the   is in the 

 case.  
 

In a     
is mentioned, there are two possibilities for its :  
 

a)    
b)    of the    

 

For example: 

No one stood except Zayd       
No one stood except Zayd       

 

In both these sentences, the statement is negative and the      
is mentioned ( ). Therefore, the   after   can be  or it can 
follow the  of the    and be . 
In a  , if the statement is negative and the    is not 
mentioned, then the   of the   will follow the implied  
 . For example: 

No (one) stood except Bakr      
 

In this sentence,   (the   ) is omitted, and it is  , so   is 
also  . Another example: 

Do not say (anything) except the truth      
 

In this sentence,  (the   ) is omitted and it is , and 
therefore   (the  ) is also . 
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2)  -  

A   (disconnected exception) is when the   is not from 
the same category as the   . In this case, the word after   will 
always be . For example: 

The people came to me, except a camel      
 

In this example, the camel is not from the same category as the 
people.   is the  , and    is the   , but they are not of 
the same category. Therefore,   is . Another example: 

         

In this sentence,    is the  , and     is the   
not from the category of angels but from the , so this is a  

. Therefore,    is . 

   

If the   comes after   or , it will be . For example: 

All the cars arrived except one car       
All the books were placed except one book     

 

 

If the   is expressed using     or  , then the   will be 
in the   case. For example: 

       
I read the books, except one book       
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When the   comes after , some scholars hold that it will be 
, while others hold that it will be . For example: 

     
     

 

 

When the   comes after any of the four exceptions above, it is 
always . For example: 

All the students attended, except one 
student       

All the trees fell, except one tree        
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The vocative is used in Arabic to call, summon, or merely address 
someone or something. It generally consists of a    (vocative 
particle) and the person or thing addressed, i.e.,   , whether 
singular or plural. 
Vocative particles include:  

          
 

The    falls into several categories, with each category having its 
 

1) If the  ) or a singular 
  ), it will be  and the n is 

dropped. For example: 
  - O  
  -  

2) If the  -   ), it will be 
. For example: 

O man, take my book      
 

In the sentence above, the word   -
vocative. This means the speaker is not calling a particular man they 
know; rather, they are addressing any man at all who happens to hear 
them. 

3) If the  has     (the  used for seeking help) attached to it, 
it will be read in the  case. For example: 

O teacher, help!    

 30 
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4) If an    is added to the end of the word, it will be .          
For example: 

O teacher, help!    
 

5) If the  is  or something that resembles a , it will be in 
the  case. For example: 

      
O People of the Book     

O one carrying a book     
 

6) If the   , then between the vocative 
particle and the noun, the words  or  will be inserted. For 
example: 

“O         
“        

“O          
 

 , 
we do not say      . Instead, the vocative particle is replaced with a 

 :  
 

O    
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7) Sometimes the vocative particle (  ) is omitted. For example: 
 

“        
(Originally:   ) 

Peace be upon you, O Prophet       
(Originally:     ) 

 

 

8) If the  
 or  , the  alongside the word after it will be , and the 

following proper noun will be  because it is a   . For 
example: 
 

       
O Maryam, daughter of            

 

9) If the  is words like     and they appear with the attached 
pronoun , then it can be read in four ways:  
 

            
            

            
 

In    and   , the  can be replaced with a . For example: 
 

   - O my father    - O my mother 
 

10)  is dropped to make 
pronunciation lighter. This omission is called   (shortening). It 
means dropping the last letter of the , and it can be done in two 
ways: 
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a)      
For example: 

 

      
      
      

 
b)

- that is, making 
it  . For example: 

 

      
      
      

 

However, this shortening (  ) is not applicable to every word; 
rather, it occurs in two types of words: All feminine words that end 
with a  ah and all names consisting of four or more letters 
that contain extra (non-root) letters. 
 

11) When someone is called to express grief or show pain, this act is 
called . The person or thing being called in this manner is called 
 .  

In such a case,  or   can be added before the noun and  is added at 
the end in some cases. For example: 
 

O my mother!   /   
O my grief!     /      
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The function of     is to clarify the meaning of what comes 
before them. In the Arabic language, there are two    :   and
 . The word or sentence before the      is the   ( ), 
the word or sentence after it is the   ( ), and the entire 
sentence is called a  . 
 
 

1)   
 

The word   means ‘that is’ or ‘it means’. This  
meaning of what precedes it. Whether the following part is a single 
word ( ) or a sentence ( ), this  is used to explain both. 
 

For example: 
 

I rode a steed - meaning, a horse      
He mounted with his sword - 

meaning, the sword was with him    :    
 
 
 
 

2)  
 

The word   (that) is called  . This particle is used exclusively 
to explain whole sentences. This type of   appears quite frequently in 
the Qur n. For example: 
 

        

 
 

             

 
 
 

  occurs only when three conditions are met: 
 
 

 31 
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a) There is no    before  . For example: 
 

     
I wrote to him that he should strive 

    
I commanded him to write 

 

 

In the examples above, the   is not  , rather, it is considered   
. 

 

b) The second condition is that the sentence before   must be a 
complete sentence. An example of an incomplete sentence is: 
 

           

of the worlds 
 

 

In the example above,   will not be  , but rather   , 
because the sentence before   is not complete. 
 

c) The third condition is that after  , there should be a complete 
sentence. For example, instead of saying : 
 

      
   

It should be said: 
 

      
We revealed to him words, that is, a speech 
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An oath is used to add emphasis and strength speech. A sentence 
including an oath consists of three parts: 
 

    (3)      (2)     (1) 
The response to the oath The sworn-by Particle of oath 

 
For example: 
 

    
 

 

In this sentence,   is the    ,    is the      in the  case, 
and    is the    . 
 

1) The      are three: 
 

      
 

All three are originally    and make the noun after it . The 
 and  are general, while the  is used exclusively for taking an oath 

. 
 

2) The      is , meaning it refers 

attributes.  

3) The     can be either a verbal sentence or a nominal sentence. 
If it is a nominal sentence, it must be emphasised with   
or with    or both together. For example:  
 
 
 

 32 
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the truthful person is rewarded 

     
certainly rewarded 

 

sentence emphasised with   alone, while in the second it is 
emphasised with both   and    , so no further emphasis is 
required. On the other hand, if the oath’s response is a negative 
nominal sentence, it does not require   at all. For example: 
 

       
 

 

tense, then the verb must be joined with the     to emphasise the 
oath’s response.  
 

    
I will certainly fast tomorrow 

 

If the verb is in the past tense, it can be emphasised with both     
and  . In such sentences,   can also be used for emphasis. For 
example:  
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If the oath’s response is a negative verbal sentence, then it does not 
require any emphasis. For example: 
 

      
 

 

Sometimes an oath and a conditional sentence are combined in one 
sentence, in which case the response will follow the rules of 

response will follow the rules of the conditional sentence; and if the 
oath precedes the condition, the response will follow the rules of the 
oath. For example: 
 

         
 

       
 

 

  because the speech begins 
with the conditional particle and the conditional verb. In the second 
sentence, the response is emphasised with     and      
because the sentence begins with the particle of oath and the    
 . 
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     are those particles used to respond to a question, 
objection, invitation, or message, and they are also called     . 
These particles are six: 
 

            
 

1)   
 

statement is positive or negative, declarative or interrogative. For 
example: 
 

Did Bakr come?    
     

      
        

 

In all these cases,   
other words,    
 

2)  
 

This particle is used after a negative sentence to remove its negation, 

negative to positive, whether the sentence is declarative or 
interrogative. For example: 
 

    
Did        

 

In all such cases,    
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3)  
 

interrogative word, and the response must be accompanied by an 
oath. For example: 
 

Did you perform the prayer?     
     

, I performed it 
Did you read the book?    

     
, I did not read it 

 

The particle   
may feel contradictory in English, in Arabic it is not.   is not saying 
“yes” to the action itself; rather, it is saying “yes” to the truth of the 
statement that follows in the oath. 
 

4)  
 

These  
example, if someone says: 
 

The boy went to the school       
 

can respond with   , , or  , all meaning ‘correct’ or ‘indeed’, 
  and   are 

rarely used in this context and are not as common as  . 
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  is the plural of  , which means “heart”. These verbs are called 
“verbs of the heart” because they involve meanings of certainty ( ) 
and probability ( ), both of which are related to the heart.  
 

For this reason, they are termed   . They are also known as 
    , since the verbs included in this category express 

either   or  . Some verbs of   can at times imply  . 
 

The    enter upon a     and make both of its parts (  
and  ) . In this way, the     

), and the   becomes the second object (   ).  
 

The    are seven in number: 
 

              
I claimed I imagined I reckoned I thought I found I saw I knew 

 

 . For example: 
 

I knew that Zayd was hardworking     
I saw that the student was successful     

     
 

The connection of these three verbs is with the heart, and from them 
arises a meaning of certainty. The next three verbs indicate   
(probability) or   (doubt). For example: 
 

 

    
I considered the book to be new     
I imagined the place was empty     

 

These three verbs also have a connection to the heart, and they carry 
the meaning of probability and doubt. The seventh and last verb is a 

 34 
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shared verb, sometimes indicating   and sometimes  . For 
example: 
 

     
I considered to be an engineer    

 

With the   , it is necessary to bring both objects together. It is 
not permissible to mention one and omit the other. Either both will 
be present, or neither will be. 
 

In some cases, the action of the    becomes void both in 
wording and in meaning - this is called  (to cancel). In other cases, 
the action becomes void only in wording - this is called   
(suspension). There are two forms of . In both of these forms, the 
action of    ends, both in the literal sense and in the semantic 
sense. 
 

a) When the    comes after the  and  . For example: 
 

     
 

, where the verb comes after a 
complete nominal sentence and has no grammatical or semantic 
effect. 
 

b) When the    comes in between the  and  . For example: 
 

     
 

This is the second form of , where the verb is inserted between the 
two parts of a nominal sentence and has no grammatical or semantic 
effect - the  of the  and   remains unchanged. 
 

 the  
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a) When a particle of negation comes before the  and  .                          
For example: 
 

I knew that       
 

b) When a particle of interrogation comes before the  and  .              
For example: 
 

I thought - is         
 

c) When    comes before the  and  . For example: 
 

I knew that indeed       
 

When the action is void in meaning and wording, the meaning is clear; 
but when the action is void only in wording, it means that in such a 
case the  and   will be  in meaning. In other words, while 
the  and   remain in the   form, they are treated as     
and     in meaning. For example: it is permissible to conjoin a 
nominal sentence to them in the  sense. For example:  
 

      
I knew that indeed  

 

It should also be kept in mind that if   carries the meaning of 
  (I accused),   carries the meaning of   (I recognised), 
  carries the meaning of   (I saw with the eyes), and   
carries the meaning of   (I found/obtained), then these verbs will 
be transitive to a single object only and will not be considered   
 . For example: 
 

   
I found Bakr    
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       are verbs that indicate a change in the state of 
something. Just like you learnt in the previous lesson,                                

           also require two  , which were originally a 
 and a  . 

 

There are seven    : 
 

             
To change To make To take To return To leave To make 

 

All these verbs indicate the change of something from one state to 
another. All these verbs carry the meaning of  (changing or 
transforming). For example: 
 

The blacksmith made the iron into a door     
       

The tailor turned the fabric into a garment       
       

     
The carpenter turned the wood into a chair     

 

If these verbs are used in their original meaning, they will not take 
two , nor will they be inserted in a  and   structure. For 
example, the original meaning of   is ‘to return’. If it is used in this 
meaning, we would say:           (I returned the book to 
my friend). Likewise, the original meaning of   is ‘to leave’, so if it is 
used in that meaning, we would say:    (I abandoned 
ignorance). 

 35 
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formulated to praise or criticise a person, animal, or inanimate object. 
These are called     . They are two in number:   and  . 
 

  is used for praise, and   is used for criticism. For example:  
 

“      
How evil is false testimony      

 

Both of these are    , meaning they do not have present or 
imperative forms.   is used for praise, and   for blame. In both 
verbs, only one pattern of conjugation is used –    form. They 
only appear in the singular form; however, they can change from 
masculine to feminine. For example: 
 

Trustworthiness is an excellent quality       
Trustworthiness is an excellent quality       

 

The subject ( ) of   and   can appear in several forms: 
 

a) The  is introduced with   
 

Excellent is the truthful man     
“

         
 

b) In both verbs, the  can be a noun that is in an  construction, 
xample: 

 

Excellent is the reward of the righteous - Paradise      
Evil is the leader of a people who is treacherous       
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c) It may be a noun that is in an  construction to another noun, 
which itself is in an  construction with a noun that has the 

. For example: 
 

Excellent is the fruit of the deeds of 
the righteous - Paradise       

What a terrible recompense for the 
deeds of the disbelievers - the Fire       

 

d) The  
  that follows it. For example: 
 

Excellent as a deed is charity     
Evil as a friend is the one who does 

not tell the truth         
 

e) The  can be a relative pronoun such as  or  . For example: 
 

Excellent is that by which you act with justice       
Evil is the one who consumes the wealth of 

the orphan       
 

f) The  can be an    such as   . For example: 
 

Excellent is the one who honours his guest         
Evil is the one who betrays his trust        

 

  
 

The thing or person whose praise is intended is called        
and the thing or person whose criticism is intended is called     
 . The     is originally a      and everything before it (the 
verb, , and related words) forms the   . For example: 
 

The best friend is a book     
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In the previous sentence,    is a delayed      (    ) and   
   along with its  functions as the   . The sentence could 

also be rearranged as:  
 

A book is indeed an excellent friend       
 

Sometimes the     or     is omitted, but it is 
understood from the context. For example: 
 

           

       
 

  is   (we), and in the second 
verse, it is   (he). 
 

The     or     usually come after the  and 
are in the    case. They must agree with the  in number 
(singular, dual, plural) and gender (masculine, feminine). For 
example: 
 

Excellent is the student A mad     
Excellent are the two loyal friends     

Excellent are the righteous teachers     
 

The     or     cannot be placed between the 
verb and the . However, they may be placed before the verb.         
For example: 
 

Zayd is an excellent man     
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  can also mean  (how excellent), and in usage it functions like 
 . If the word   is added at the beginning, it changes the meaning to 
  (how evil).   is another verb that can be used in place of   and 
follows the same rules. For example: 
 

How excellent is the man who spends 
           

How evil is severing family ties       
Evil is the man who deceives his 

companions      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



188 
 

 -  
 

Sometimes a person is impressed by the beauty or excellence of 
something, and he wishes to express his astonishment and 
admiration. In the Arabic language, there are many ways to do so, 
such as saying      or    .  

patterns have been established in Arabic. These two forms are used 
 

 

      
 

 
 

a)   verb, meaning 
it is based on the original three-letter root without additional letters. 
For example: 
 

How beautiful!   —        
How great!    —        
How good!    —        

 

b) The second condition is that the verb must be complete (    ) and 
) like   and similar verbs. 

 

c) The third condition is that the verb must not denote a colour or a 
defect. This can also be stated as: there should not be a derived 
adjective from this verb on the pattern   who’s feminine is  .    
For example:    or    . 
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d) The fourth condition is that the verb must not be negated but rather 
, meaning 

that it can be conjugated into the past, present, imperative and similar 
forms. Furthermore, it must be  and not , and it must also 
be of a type that accepts the meaning of degree or intensity, since 
verbs such as   (to die) and   (to perish) do not admit such 
variation. 
 

 

If the verb is non-triliteral, such as:   (he excelled),   (he was 
victorious), or  such as (  or  ), or if the quality expressed is 
normally described using words such as   (to be black) and   (to 

  or   . 
After that, either the derived verbal noun (    ) or the explicit 
verbal noun (  ), from which the meaning of astonishment is 
intended, will be mentioned as a   to clarify the meaning intended 

 
 

      
How wonderful it is that the students 

cooperate       

How intense is the darkness of the night!      
 

. In the 
second sentence, a non-triliteral verb is preceded by , which makes 
it function as an interpreted verbal noun (  ). In the third 
sentence, a verbal adjective or description is brought in the place of a 
verbal noun. 
 

If the verb is negative or passive, such as:    (he does not lie),  
   (he does not say), or   (it is said),   (he was helped), etc., 

then in both of these forms the same process will be followed as in 
the second example mentioned earlier; that is, the verb will be treated 
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as if it contains a hidden meaning and then   will be inserted upon it. 
For example: 
 

How beautiful it is that the child does not lie!       
How beautiful it is that the truth is spoken       

 

Forms of  are never derived from a  , such as    ,
  and  , which are all  . 
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The -  
 

-lettered 
origins. These three letters, known as the root letters, form the 
foundation of countless Arabic words. From these roots, different 
patterns are applied to create a wide variety of verbs and nouns. 
 

Arabic is rich in derived verb forms which are made by adding one or 
more letters before, after, or between the three basic root letters. The 

to many shades of meaning. 
 

The         is one of these categories. It refers to a triliteral verb 
( ) into which one or more additional letters are inserted. These 
added letters do not change the essential root but give the verb new 
dimensions of meaning. 
 

For example: 
 

    
to teach, to cause someone to know to know 

 

    
To make someone honoured to be honoured 

 
Thus, the purpose of the        is to enrich the language with 
expanded shades of meaning while still remaining connected to the 
three-
language.  
 

Just as the      (the basic triliteral verb) was divided into six 
groups, the        
scholars of grammar mention several patterns (    ) for this 
category. Some books mention 10 or 11, while others add a few more. 
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In this lesson, you will learn all 14     that appear across the various 
works. 
 

These 14 can be arranged into three main groups: 
 

                     
The triliteral verb with 

three extra letters 
The triliteral verb with 

two extra letters 
The triliteral verb with 

one extra letter 
 

 
 

There are three     in this category, where one additional letter is 
added to the three root letters. These are: 
 

    )  (      )  (      )  ( 
 

 1) 
 

For the   
 

- By adding a        before the triliteral root, the perfect tense is 
formed. For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- Unlike the         , the derived forms here follow a consistent and 
regular pattern in their vowelling. 
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- In the  of all forms of           , the      takes a 
, and the  letter carries a . For example: 

 

      
   

      
 

 

 
   

 

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
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Below are a few examples: 
 

            
 

                
“  

             
“  

                       
“  

 
For the   
 

- For the  , the real  of   ), merges 
with the additional  at the beginning and forms a .         
For example: 
 

      
   
         

 

- In the , the  will be written on a  since it is preceded by  
a . For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine           
Third Feminine            

Second Masculine             
Second Feminine             

First Masc & Fem        
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

                  
“

 

                 
“   

 

               
“  
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For the   
 

- In the  , the doubled root remains intact, and you add a   . 
For example: 
 

      
   

      
 
 

- The     follows the same pattern with  
kasrah on the  letter. For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

               
“   

              
 

        
“T   
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For the   
 

- In the  , the  verb behaves the same as the  , since the 
weak letter comes after the  and remains unchanged.  For 
example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the    , if the  letter is a weak , it will change into a  since it 
is preceded by a . If the  letter is a weak , it remains in the 

   .  For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine           
Third Feminine          

Second Masculine           
Second Feminine          

First Masc & Fem      
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

               
“  

 

         
“  
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For the   
 

- In the  , you simply add a       at the beginning of the verb.  
For example: 
 

    
  

    
 

- In the    , the weak middle letter ( ) changes into a  because it is 
preceded by a kasrah. For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine          
Third Feminine         

Second Masculine          
Second Feminine         

First Masc & Fem       
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

                       
“  and 

 

              
“  

                        
“  
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For the   
 

- In the  , the weak letters at the end turn into an  when the verb 
is singular masculine. For example: 
 

    
  

     
 

- In the    , the verb always ends with  with a . For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

          
“   

                    
“

 

           
“  
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. For example: 

 
 

  
      

    
  

    
 

 
      

    
  

    
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                
“   

                  
“
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-          often changes an intransitive triliteral verb into a transitive 
one. For example: 
 

    
He became happy He sat 

  
    

He made someone happy He seated someone 
 

 

- If a triliteral verb normally takes one object, then its derived form in 
 will take two objects. For example: 

 

     
I listened to the Qur’ n 

  
      

I made Bakr listen to the Qur’ n 
 
 

-          can also be used to express the meaning of the verbal noun 
in its complete or perfected form. For example: 
 

    
It became one possessing fruit 

  
   

The tree bore fruit 
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 the    
 

- The imperative of      is formed on the pattern of  . The 
additional  carries a ah, the  letter is silent, and the  
letter takes a kasrah. This rule applies to   and  verbs. As 
for verbs that are  or , they follow the same principle with 
slight adjustments, which you have already learned in  .        
For example: 
 

   
      

 

- In the imperative of the  verb, the  letter is dropped.                   
For example: 
 

      
 

However, when the imperative is attached to                      or 
           the weak  returns. This pattern will become clearer as you 

observe the full set of conjugations in the upcoming tables. 
 

- In the imperative of the  verb, the    letter ( ) is dropped. For 
example: 
 
 

        
 

 

The  or  will reappear when the verb is attached to                
      or          . 
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    ) 
 

  

      Singular/Masculine 

      Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

      Plural Masculine 

      Singular Feminine 

      Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

      Plural Feminine 
 
 

  
    ) 

 
  

      Singular/Masculine 

      Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

      Plural Masculine 

      Singular Feminine 

      Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

      Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 

  

     Singular/Masculine 

    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

  
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 

    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 

  

     Singular/Masculine 

    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

  
    ) 

 

  

     Singular/Masculine 

     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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“  

            
 

      
“  

           
“When  

      
“  

         
“  

          
“  

        
“  

 

 

2)  
 

For the   
 

- To form this , the  letter of the triliteral root is doubled using a 
shaddah.  
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- In the  : all three original letters carry a ah. For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the     the    takes a , while the  letter takes a 
kasrah. For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In all forms of the  verb from this , the original  or  remains 
as the  letter. For example: 
 

( )    ( )  
   

      
 

- The   of       and     ends with an , which is actually 
the weak  or . For example: 
 

 )    (  ( )    
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

           
“  

             
“  

          
“  

            
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine        
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                         
“
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                 
“

  

          
“  

               
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                 
“  

            
“  

            
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

         
“  

              
“Indeed,   

                                  
“
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-    changes an intransitive (   ) verb into a transitive (     ) 
verb, and can also add an extra object to a transitive verb.                         
For example: 
 

       
I learnt Arabic Zayd was happy 

  
      

I taught him Arabic I made him happy 
 

 

-  For example: 
 

          
He gathered the books  

  
          

He piled up the books  
 
 

-       is also used to express a statement in a short and concise 
way, instead of using a full sentence. For example: 
 

    
  

He said:             
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 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern  . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, except 
in the case of the                 
For example: 
 
 

 

       
            

 
  

    ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 

    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

      Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

      Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 

     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

  
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 

     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 

    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

    Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

  
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 

   Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

   Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 

    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

  
    ) 

 
 Fold  

     Singular/Masculine 

   Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 

   Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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“  

           
“  

         
“  

                 
“ -  

 
 

3)  
 

For the   
 

- To form this , insert an extra  after the  of the root letter.     
For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the     the    takes a , while the  letter takes a 
kasrah. For example: 
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- In all forms of the  verb from this , the weak letter returns. For 
example: 
 

  ) (   ( )    ) (  
   

  -     -     -   
 

- When the verb is , the   ends with an  (written as  after a 
ah), while the  ends with a . For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine         
Second Feminine         

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

             
“ –  

           
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine          

Second Masculine          
Second Feminine          

First Masc & Fem       
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

            
 

 

       
 

                
“

erred  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine        

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

             
“   

                 
“   

              
“   
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

              
“  

                          

the angels send blessings upon him until morning 
      

Zayd confronted  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                   
“  

 

              
“

 

                     
“
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

          
“  

                      
“

 

               
Whosoever shows enmity to a  of Mine, then I have declared 

war against him 
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-            has a few important characteristics. Firstly, it often conveys 
the idea of duality or mutual participation, where two people are 
engaged in the same action together.  
 

      
Zayd and ‘Umar fought one another 

 

 

- Secondly, at times  carries the same meaning as . For 
example:  
 

    -      
I distanced him 

 
 

- It can also be used with the same meaning as the triliteral verb itself. 
For example:  
 

     -    
I witnessed him 

 

 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, except 
in the case of the  
example: 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
   Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
   Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
   Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 

  
    ) 

 
Hold 

 
Hold  

      Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Masculine 
      Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
      Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
   Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
   Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
   Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 

 

  
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
 
 
 

  
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
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“   

           
“   

                 
“  

                   
“  

 

 
 

        means that two additional letters are added to the 
original three root letters.  
 

 
  (    –   ), the doubling (    –   ), or the added alif (    – 
 ). In this category, however, two extra letters are added, and there 

 in total under this section. These are: 
 
 

    
 )  ( 

    
 )   ( 

    
 )  ( 

    
 )  ( 

    
 )  ( 
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1)  
 

For the   
 

- The form   is made by adding a  to the beginning of the triliteral 
verb and doubling the  letter with a shaddah. For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the   all the letters carry a . In the  all the letters also 
carry a , except for the   letter which will take a .           
For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the  verbs of this , there is no   (assimilation). The  
letter and the  letter are written separately, and the  letter is 
doubled. For example:  
 

    
  

    
 
 

- In the    , the  returns, and in the    , the  returns.        
For example:  
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- The  verb ends with an  (written as ) in the   and the 
. For example:  

 

    
  

    
 

  
 

-       - meaning the subject is doing 
the action to himself of  . For example: 
 

    
I taught him  I reminded him 

  
    

He learnt He remembered 
 
 

-      often gives the meaning of doing something gradually or 
with effort. For example: 
 

      
Zayd drank the medicine sip by sip 

      
‘Amr (slowly) memorised the lesson 

 
 

Similarly,   and   both show the idea of learning step by step. 
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-     can show that a person is representing themselves with a 
certain quality or state. For example:  
 

 

       
Zayd thought himself great Zayd acted brave 

 
 

  
  

 

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

 

Below are a few examples: 
 

             
“  

                
“

 
 



238 
 

  
  

 

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine         
Second Feminine         

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                    
“

 

          
“  

 
 

The original form of the verb was   (with two  – one from the 
the  and one from the pattern   –   ). However, 

when two identical  come together, one of them is sometimes 
dropped for ease of pronunciation and lightness (     ). 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

          
“  

           
“   

          
“ n  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

              
“  

       
“When  

            
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

         
“  

          
“  

             
“  
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 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern  . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, except 
in the case of the             
For example: 
 
 

 

       
            

 
                   

    ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
Note: When two  come together in a word, it is permissible to drop 
one of them. For example:   can become:    
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

   Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
 

                   
    ) 

 
   

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
 

                   
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
 

    
 

                    
“

 

               
“ -  

                
“   

             
“
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2)  
 

For the   
 

- The form   is made by adding a     with a  at the 
beginning, and a  with a  after the  letter. In the  , the  
letter is    while the  letter takes a . For example: 
 

      
   

      
 
 
 

- In the , both the      and the extra  carry a , while 
the  letter takes a . For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- If the  letter of the triliteral verb is        or , then the  of   
changes into . This rule applies in all forms of the verb, the verbal 
noun, active and passive participles, and every derivative. For 
example:  
 

    
  

 ( )      ( )  
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- In the  verb, if a  or  comes before the  of , it changes into 
a . This rule applies in the   verbal noun, and all 
derivatives. For example:  
 

    
  

( )  ( )  
 

- In the  verb, the  letter (  or ) changes into an  if preceded 
by a  . For example:  
 

( )     ( )  
  

 ( )   ( )  
 
 

- In the  verb, the   ends with an  (written as )  and the  
ends with a . For example:  
 

    
  

    
 

 

  
 

-       of   or  . For example: 
 

    
I spread it, so it spread 
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- It can take the meaning of the verbal noun. For example: 
 

   
The clay became stone 

 
 

- It can be both    and . 
 

   
  

 

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

         
“  

                        
“   
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine        

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine         

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                            
“

 

                      
“

 

                       
“[  – 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

         
“  

              
– 

 

       
He contacted his friend in the evening 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                                  
      

“  
 

 

            
“  

             
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine        

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine         

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

            
“

 

                    
“

 

                    
“  
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 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern  . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, 
except in the case of the     where the middle weak letter is 
dropped and the              
For example: 
 
 

 

       
            

 
            

    ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
      Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 

 Be  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

   Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

            
    ) 

 
   

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
Choose  Choose  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
 

            
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 

    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
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“  

          
“

 

               
“

near  
 
 

3)  
 

For the   
 

- The form   is made by adding a     with a  at the 
beginning, followed by a  . In the  , both the  and the  of 
the verb are vowelled with a. . For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the , the       takes a ah, while the  letter is 
vowelled with a kasrah. For example: 
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- In the  verb, the  letter (  or ) changes into an  if preceded 
by a  . For example:  
 

 ( )  
 

 ( )  
 

- In the  verb, the   ends with an  (written as )  and the  
ends with a . For example:  
 

    
  

    
 

 

  
 

- The verbs of        are intransitive by nature - they do not take a 
direct object. 
 

-   , , or  . For example: 
 

    
I broke it, so it broke 

 
 

- Very few verbs exist in    . 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

       
“  

        
“  

                 
“

 

       
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine        

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

          
“  

        
“  

                     
“
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine         
Second Feminine         

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

           
 

           
The book was sold quickly in the market 

        
The soldier obeyed his commander’s order 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine      
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

    
His life came to an end 

       
The year will come to an end soon 

 
 
 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
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 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern  . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, 
except in the case of the     where the middle weak letter is 
dropped and the  
example: 
 
 

 

      
          

 
            

    ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

            
    ) 

 

Submit   

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
 

    
 

              
“  

        
Do not submit to false commands 

          
Return to your homes in peace 
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4)  
 

For the   
 

- The form   is formed by adding a  at the beginning of the 
triliteral verb and inserting an additional  after the  letter. In    

, all letters of both the   and the  are vowelled with a 
 except the  letter of the  which takes a .             

For example: 
 

      
   
  –    –    –    

 

 
 
 

- In the  verb, the weak letter returns. If the middle root letter is , 
it remains  and if it is , it remains . For example:  
 

( )     ( )  
  

    
 

-   )
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   conveys the meaning of two things: 
 

- Sharing in an action – when two or more people participate together. 
For example: 
 

         
Zayd and Bakr fought with each other 

 
 

- Simulating a state or status – when someone outwardly manifests the 
meaning of the verbal noun. For example: 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine         
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
Below are a few examples: 
 

         
“  

        
“  

                       
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

        
The two men wrestled (or struggled) in the playground 

        
Zayd and Bakr revoked (or mutually cancelled) their sale 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

      
The conversation between them stopped 

            
The two friends (female) agreed on travelling 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                        
“

 

      
“  

       
“   
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

             
“  

                    
“  

 

                  
“

 
 
 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
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 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern  . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, 
except in the case of the  
For example: 
 
 

 

       
            

 
    

   ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
   Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
   Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
   Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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   ) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

   Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 
 

    
   ) 

 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

   Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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   ) 

 
Resist  Resist  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
 

    
   ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
     Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
     Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
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“  

            
“  

                
“   

 
 

 5)  
 

For the   
 

- The form   is produced by adding a     with kasrah before 
the  letter, while the  letter is doubled. This pattern is always 
intransitive and is mainly applied to describe colours and defects. For 
example: 
 

     
  
 -    -   

 
 

  
 

In   , many verbs describe colours. For example:      
means “to become white”,      means “to become red”,      
means “to become green”,      means “to become yellow” and 

     means “to become blue”. Similarly,      is used for “to 
become black”. 
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This form is also used for describing defects. For instance:      
means “to become cross-eyed”,      means “to become twisted or 
crooked” and     refers to “becoming blind in one eye”. 

 

    
 

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     

 
 

Third Feminine        
Second Masculine              
Second Feminine             

First Masc & Fem        
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

 

Below are a few examples: 
 

             
“  

                  
“

 

                 
“
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     Singular/Masculine 
   Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
   Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
   Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

       Plural Feminine 
 

    
 

           
 

                  
O Zayd! Do not let your face become red when angry 

          
Become green, O crop, after the rain 

               
O my son! Do not let your face become yellow from fear 
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           means that three additional letters are added to 
the original three root letters.  
 

There are six  in total under this section. These are: 
 

   
)  ( 

   
)  ( 

   
)   ( 

   
)  ( 

   
)  ( 

   
)  ( 

 

1)  
 

For the   
 

- The form    is made by adding a      to the beginning of the 
triliteral verb followed by a   with a n and a   before the 
letter. For example: 
 

      
   

      
 

- In the , the       takes a ah, while the  letter is 
vowelled with a kasrah. For example: 
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- In the  verb, the  and  change into an  in the   and this 
 changes back into  in the . For example:  

 

     
  

     
 

-   )  
 

 

    
  

    
 

 

  
 

-     generally conveys the meaning of seeking or asking.         
For example: 

 

    
He asked for help He asked for forgiveness 

 
 
 

- This form is also used to relate the meaning of the verbal noun to an 
opinion. For example:  

 

    
I thought him to be repulsive I thought well of him 

 

 

- In addition, it can be used to express something concisely. For 
example:    , meaning “Zaid said:          ”. 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine        

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                
“  

                 
“

 

                            
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                                 
“

 

          
“  

                   
“
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

              
“  

 

                     
“

 

             
“  
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine         

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

Below are a few examples: 
 

                                  
“

 

      
“  

 
 
 
 

- For both types of , the same rules apply as those used for the 
conjugation of the . 
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 the    
 

- To form the  and   for verbs in this , they are made on the 
pattern  . This rule applies to all the different types of verbs, 
except in the case of the  where the middle weak letter is 
dropped  is dropped. For example: 
 
 

 

       
            

 
            

    ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
Desire  Desire  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

       Plural Feminine 
 

            
    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

   Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 
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    ) 

 
  

     Singular/Masculine 
       Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
       Plural Masculine 
         Singular Feminine 

       Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
            

    ) 
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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“  

                   
“

 

                           
“

 
 
There are  other     in this category. Out of these, three are 
seldom used, and the other two are so rare that some books do not 
even mention them at all.  
 

Because of their rarity, we will not go into detail as we have done for 
the previous     with full conjugations. Instead, each  will be 
written with a few important notes, and the third person masculine 
singular form will be given for the  , the , the , and the  . 
 

The remaining conjugations can easily be formed by applying the 
rules you have already learnt. 
 

 2)  
 
 

-      is formed by placing a       before the  letter, then 
adding an extra  after the  letter, while doubling the  . For 
example,   becomes   . An example of this is:       (the 

 This  is generally used to express 

qualities.  
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 3)  
 
 

-      is created by adding three extra letters to the root. A   
    is placed before the  letter, and after the  letter, a     is 
inserted.  
 

For example,    transforms into   (meaning: he ran swiftly).  
 

            
            

 

 4)  
 
 

-       is constructed by placing a      before the  letter, 
adding a  after the  letter, and then inserting another  to complete 
the structure. For example, the root    gives  . 

 

            
             

 
 

 5)  
 
 

-     is constructed by placing a      before the   letter and 
adding a shaddah on the  and  letters. For example, the verb   
becomes   (to become ). 
 

            
            

 
 
 
 
 



289 
 

 6)  
 
 

-     is formed by placing a       before the  letter, then 
adding an extra  after the  letter, while doubling the . For 
example, the   becomes   (to become heavy). 
 

            

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



290 
 

The –  
 

In addition to the triliteral verbs, there are also verbs in Arabic that 
are made up of four root letters. These are known as      . The 

     has only one , which comes on the pattern of  . They 
correspond in form and vowelling to the derived form   of the 
triliteral verb.  
 

Some common examples of quadriliteral verbs include: 
 

        

He whispered He destroyed He shook 
violently He rolled 

 

    

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     
Third Feminine      

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem    
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 
 

 39 
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     ) 
 

Roll  Roll  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 

   Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 
     Plural Feminine 

 
  

 

             
“  

            
“

 

       
“   

                
“

 

          
“  
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s –  
 

 –  
 
The derived form of the quadriliteral verb with one additional letter 
is known as             . It is formed by adding a  at the 
beginning of the verb, placing it before the  letter. The                           

           also has only one , and its pattern is  .              
For example: 
 

  -     -     -     -   

He rolled He shook 
violently He veiled He deteriorated 

 

The conjugation of the        and   is the same as the 
conjugation explained in the previous lesson for     . 
 

 s –  
 

          is when two additional letters are added to the 
quadriliteral root. This form has two : 
 

    
 

1)  
 
 

     at the beginning 
of the verb and a   after the  letter. The verbal noun for this pattern 
is    . For example: 
 

 -    -    -   
 He dispersed/scattered He gathered 

 
 
 

 40 
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Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine       

First Masc & Fem     
 

     
 

  

     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 

     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

     Plural Feminine 
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 2) 
 
 

     at the beginning 
and doubling the   letter at the end. Its verbal noun is   .                  
For example: 
 

 -     -     -   
To tremble/shiver To become content To feel disgust 

 
 

    

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 
Third Masculine      
Third Feminine       

Second Masculine      
Second Feminine      

First Masc & Fem     
Third Masculine       
Third Feminine        

Second Masculine       
Second Feminine          

First Masc & Fem     
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     Singular/Masculine 
    Dual/Masculine & Feminine 
    Plural Masculine 
     Singular Feminine 
    Dual/ Masculine & Feminine 

       Plural Feminine 
 

 
 

              
“  

                         
“When 

 

          
“ -  

                  
“

h  
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 –  
 

         (verbs with three root 
letters),              (verbs that have an extra letter added to the three 
roots),          (verbs with four original root letters), and          
(verbs with four original root letters plus an additional letter or 
more). 

 

letters. These are very rare, and unlike what you studied before, they 
are found only in nouns and not in verbs. These are further divided 
into two categories: 
 

 
 

letter. They have four main patterns (    ):  
 

        
        

A little or 
 A fat camel An old lady Quince  

(a type of fruit) 
 

 
 

 

They have four main patterns (    ):  
 

               
                  

Old wine A huge camel False/Lie A fast-running 
she-camel 

A bird of prey 
or a hyena 

 

 41 
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With the completion of the lessons above, you have now reached the 
end of Book 2 and with it the conclusion of the Pathway to 

 series. 
By now, you have grasped a solid understanding of Arabic grammar 
and covered all the essential rules needed to begin accessing the 

aspects of Arabic grammar, a few minor topics - either rare or not 
commonly mentioned in other primers - have been left out for the 
sake of brevity. Rest assured, everything necessary for a strong 
foundation has been included. 
For arf (morphology) and verb conjugations, the most important and 
frequently used patterns have been taught. However, if you wish to 
go deeper into ilm al- arf and explore conjugations of rarer verb 
forms or their extended types, you may refer to any dedicated book 
of  for further study. 
Following this section, you will find a set of exercises designed to 
reinforce what you have learnt across Books 1 and 2. Each exercise is 
linked to the relevant lesson number, so you can easily revise any 
topic when needed. 
Remember, true success in understanding Arabic depends not only 
on mastering the rules but also on constantly building your 
vocabulary and applying what you learn. Commit yourself to 
memorising as many words as possible from both books and 
completing all the exercises. With regular practice and dedication, 
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– 1 
 

1. Read each sentence below and look at the highlighted word. 
Write which type of  it is: 
 

        
 

Sentence Type of   
      

I  visited beautiful houses  

         
I met those of virtue in the mosque  

       
 I saw a boy in the library  

         
 My teacher helped me with the answer  

     
  

     
I    

   
I saw the judge  
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– 1 
 

2. Write one complete sentence for each of the following types of , 
clearly showing the word in the required case. Follow the given 
example. 
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2 – 2 
 

1. Below are 10 simple verbal sentences in the active voice (   ). 
Rewrite each sentence in the passive voice (   ). 
 

    
      

Zayd ate an apple 
 

      
The student is writing the lesson 

 

      
 

 

      
The teacher opened the door 

 

      
is reading the book 

 

      
My mother cooked the food 

 

      
The boy washed the clothes 

 

      
The engineer is building the house 

 

      
The man drank the water 

 

      
The students understood the lesson 
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2. Convert the following  verbs to  . 
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3 – 3 
 

 Write the    for each of the following verbs. 
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4 – 4 
 

 Write the    for each of the following verbs. 
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5 – 5 
 

1. Fill in the blanks with the correct  form of the verb in brackets. 
Follow the given example. 
 

      ) ( 

   __________  ) ( 

       __________    ) ( 

    __________  ) ( 

    __________    )  ( 

      __________  )  ( 

     __________    ) ( 

    __________    ) ( 

     __________    ) ( 

    __________     )  ( 

       __________  )  ( 

     __________  ) ( 

       __________  )  ( 

    __________    ) ( 
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2. Change the following verbs into the  form by applying the 
correct rules you learnt. Ensure to keep the conjugation the same as 
the one given. 
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6 – 6 
Add      to the following verbs and make them   based on the 
rules you learnt in Lesson 7.  
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7 – 7 
 

1. Fill in the blanks with a suitable    of your choice. 
 

    _______________  
If you study 

  _______________   
Whoever travels  

  _______________   
 

  _______________   
 

  _______________   
 

   _______________   
 

   _______________   
 

   _______________   
 

    _______________     
 

      _______________     
 

    _______________     
W 
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8 – 8 
Add      to the beginning and          to the end of each 
verb below to emphasise it. Make sure to apply the correct changes 
to the verb based on the rules you learnt in this lesson. 
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9 – 9 
Add          to the following  and   verbs to emphasise 
them. 
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10 – 10 
 

1. Identify whether the following nouns are     or    . 
 

Noun     or     
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

 
2. Fill in the blanks by changing the verb in the bracket into      or 

    . 
 

      ) ( 

    ) __________ ( 

     ) __________ ( 

     ) __________  ( 

     ) __________ ( 

      ) __________ ( 

         __________  ( ) 
 



311 
 

11 – 11 
 

Fill in the blanks with a suitable . Write the translation of the  
below the Arabic sentences.  
 

    ___________________ 
The student came _____________________ 

  __________ 
I saw the teacher __________ 

    __________ 
 

   __________ 
 

   __________ 
I found the door __________ 

  __________ 
The man entered __________ 

   __________ 
The student went out __________ 

  __________ 
I heard the teacher __________ 

  __________ 
We read the book __________ 
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12 – 12 
 

Translate the following phrases to Arabic. Make sure to apply all the 
rules of gender and number that you have learnt.  
 

English Arabic 
3 Pens    
1 Book  

2 Chairs  
5 Tables  

7 Mosques  
9 Keys  

12 Boys  
15 Girls  
19 Hats  

25 Pages  
27 Strawberries  

30 Apples  
53 Strawberries  

1:30         
7:34  
9:55  

10:01  
12:59  
3:10  

 



313 
 

13 – 13 
 

Complete the following table by converting the given verb into its    
   (comparative/superlative noun) for both masculine and 
feminine forms. 
 

Verb Masculine Feminine 
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14 – 15 
 

1. Convert the following nouns into their    (  adjective) and 
write the correct form in the blanks. 
 

Noun With    
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   

   
   

 
2. Translate the following sentences to Arabic. 

 

English Arabic 
I am Malaysian  

I am Syrian  
I am Lebanese  
I am Baghdadi  

I am Beiruti  
I am Tunisi  
I am Iraqi  
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15 – 16 
 

Fill in the blanks with the correct  of the special noun given in 
brackets.  
 

     __________     )  ( 
  

   __________    )   ( 

  

 __________  )  ( 

 

   __________       )  ( 

 - - 

      __________  )  ( 

  

  ) __________   ( 

  

    ) __________  ( 

 - - 
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16 – s  
 

1. Write down 10     along with their English meanings. 
 

English Arabic English Arabic 
    

    

    

    

    

 
2.     are used, and write 4 Arabic sentences 

using them. 
 

English Arabic 
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17 – 20 
 

Convert the following nouns into their   form. 
 

Noun   
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18 – 23 
 

Rewrite the following sentences by inserting   or one of its sisters, 
and make the necessary changes in  . Ensure that your sentence 
matches the English translation given under each one. The full list of 
  and its sisters is provided in Lesson 23. 
 

Sentence Sentence with   or its sisters 
      

The student was active  

     
The milk turned to cheese 

 

    
The man became happy  

(in the morning) 
 

     
The weather became cold in 

the evening 
 

     
The sky became clear in the 

morning 
 

     
The man remained sick 

 

      
The student (f) spent the night 

studying 
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19 – s  
 

Rewrite each sentence below twice: As a normal negation using  or 
  (that resemble  ) and as a total negation using        . Make 
sure you apply the correct  in each case and translate to English. 
 

Sentence Negation with  or   Total Negation 
               

The student is 
hardworking 

The student is not 
hardworking 

No student is 
hardworking 

      
The boy is smart   

       
The door is open   

       
The book is new   

      
The girl is present   

         
The teacher is in the 

classroom   

      
The garden is beautiful   
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20 – 27 
 

Write 9 sentences in Arabic using the following      
(conjunctions). Write the English translation directly below each 
Arabic sentence. 
 

                  
Until Rather But Not Or Or Then So then And 

 
 

1) 
 
2) 
 
3) 
 
4) 
 
5) 
 
6) 
 
7) 
 
8) 
 
9) 
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21 – 28 
 

Rewrite the following verbal sentences by changing them into 
sentences that use             ) ( . Follow the given 
example. 
 

Verbal Sentence   
  

I helped Zayd    

     
I saw the teacher 

 

      
She heard the lesson 

 

     
The weather became cold in 

the evening 
 

      
 

 

   
We opened the door 

 

          
If you enter the mosque then 

do not raise your voice 
 

       
I gave the poor person 

Dirhams 
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22 – 29 
 

Complete the following sentences by adding a   after the             
     and ensure you apply the correct  of the  . Then, 

complete the English translation below each sentence. 
 

      __________________ 

The students attended except __________________ 

        __________________ 

The trees fell except __________________ 

        __________________ 

No one stood except __________________ 

      __________________ 

Do not drink (anything) except __________________ 

      __________________ 

The books arrived except ______________________ 

      __________________ 

The children returned except ______________________ 
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23 – 30 
 

 is    and , and give one 
example of each. 
 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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24 – s  
 
 

1. Identify the           and        in the following 
sentences. 
 

         -   
                

   
 

        -  
                

   
 

     -  
                

   
 

          saw him in the market -  
                

   
 

        -  
                

   
 

       -  
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2. Write 6 questions and 6 answers in Arabic using the following   
  . 
 

            
 

 Question Answer 

1   

   

2   

   

3   

   

4   

   

5   

   

6   
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25 – s  
 

Use the following eight       (verbs of the heart) and                   
       (verbs of transformation and conversion) in 

sentences in Arabic alongside their English translations. 
 

                
To take To return To leave To make I thought I found I saw I knew 

 
 English Arabic 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   
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26 – s 38 
 

 

1. Convert the following     verbs to         from      –   . 
Ensure to keep the same conjugation as the verb given. Pay close 
attention to the    and  forms. 
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2. Convert the following     verbs to         from      –     . 
Ensure to keep the same conjugation as the verb given. Pay close 
attention to the    and  forms. 
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3. Convert the following     verbs to         from       –   . 
Ensure to keep the same conjugation as the verb given. Pay close attention 
to the    and  forms. 
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4. The              as you have learnt. Complete 
the following table by converting the     verbs into their                         

            form. Ensure that you keep the same conjugation and 
tense and change it according to the  given. Follow the given example. 
 

           

      –   

     -   

     -   

     –   

    -   

     -   

     –   

     -   

     -   

     –   

     -   

     –   

     -   

     -   
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27 – s 39 
 

Complete the following table by writing the   and  forms of 
the     verb   –  . 
 

Person Gender Plural Dual Singular Tense 

Third Masculine     

Third Feminine    

Second Masculine    

Second Feminine    

First Masc & Fem   

Third Masculine     

Third Feminine    

Second Masculine    

Second Feminine    

First Masc & Fem   
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28 –  

Translate the following sentences to Arabic. 
 

English 
Zayd is smart 

Arabic 

 

 
English 

I went to the Mosque 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

Indeed mid is a hardworking and intelligent student 
Arabic 
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English 

If you study hard you will succeed in the exam 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

The page of the book was torn 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

The door of the castle of the king is large and heavy 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

He must perform his prayer on time 
Arabic 
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English 

Go to my house and take my (2) keys 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

She will never lie to her mother and her father 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

No student’s book is missing from the classroom 
Arabic 

 

 
English 

I knew that the two (f) students are successful 
Arabic 
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